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The production of ‘human waste’ – or more precisely, wasted lives, the
‘superfluous’ populations of migrants, refugees and other outcasts – is an
inevitable outcome of modernization. It is an unavoidable side-effect of
economic progress and the quest for order which is characteristic of modernity.

As long as large parts of the world remained wholly or partly unaffected by
modernization, they were treated by modernizing societies as lands that were able
to absorb the excess of population in the ‘developed countries’. Global solutions
were sought, and temporarily found, to locally produced overpopulation
problems. But as modernization has reached the furthest lands of the planet,
‘redundant population’ is produced everywhere and all localities have to bear the
consequences of modernity’s global triumph. They are now confronted with the
need to seek – in vain, it seems – local solutions to globally produced problems.
The global spread of the modernity has given rise to growing quantities of human
beings who are deprived of adequate means of survival, but the planet is fast
running out of places to put them. Hence the new anxieties about ‘immigrants’
and ‘asylum seekers’ and the growing role played by diffuse ‘security fears’ on
the contemporary political agenda.

With characteristic brilliance, this new book by Zygmunt Bauman unravels the
impact of this transformation on our contemporary culture and politics and shows
that the problem of coping with ‘human waste’ provides a key for understanding
some otherwise baffling features of our shared life, from the strategies of global
domination to the most intimate aspects of human relationships.
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The production of ‘human waste’ – or more precisely, wasted lives, the ‘superfluous’ populations of
migrants, refugees and other outcasts – is an inevitable outcome of modernization. It is an unavoidable side-
effect of economic progress and the quest for order which is characteristic of modernity.

As long as large parts of the world remained wholly or partly unaffected by modernization, they were treated
by modernizing societies as lands that were able to absorb the excess of population in the ‘developed
countries’. Global solutions were sought, and temporarily found, to locally produced overpopulation
problems. But as modernization has reached the furthest lands of the planet, ‘redundant population’ is
produced everywhere and all localities have to bear the consequences of modernity’s global triumph. They
are now confronted with the need to seek – in vain, it seems – local solutions to globally produced problems.
The global spread of the modernity has given rise to growing quantities of human beings who are deprived of
adequate means of survival, but the planet is fast running out of places to put them. Hence the new anxieties
about ‘immigrants’ and ‘asylum seekers’ and the growing role played by diffuse ‘security fears’ on the
contemporary political agenda.

With characteristic brilliance, this new book by Zygmunt Bauman unravels the impact of this transformation
on our contemporary culture and politics and shows that the problem of coping with ‘human waste’ provides
a key for understanding some otherwise baffling features of our shared life, from the strategies of global
domination to the most intimate aspects of human relationships.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a rather brilliant, dense and chaotic meditation on ideas of waste in our time of what Bauman terms
"liquid modernity" ... A sparkling and highly suggestive read." The Guardian

From the Back Cover
The production of ‘human waste’ – or more precisely, wasted lives, the ‘superfluous’ populations of
migrants, refugees and other outcasts – is an inevitable outcome of modernization. It is an unavoidable side-
effect of economic progress and the quest for order which is characteristic of modernity.

As long as large parts of the world remained wholly or partly unaffected by modernization, they were treated
by modernizing societies as lands that were able to absorb the excess of population in the ‘developed
countries’. Global solutions were sought, and temporarily found, to locally produced overpopulation
problems. But as modernization has reached the furthest lands of the planet, ‘redundant population’ is
produced everywhere and all localities have to bear the consequences of modernity’s global triumph. They
are now confronted with the need to seek – in vain, it seems – local solutions to globally produced problems.
The global spread of the modernity has given rise to growing quantities of human beings who are deprived of
adequate means of survival, but the planet is fast running out of places to put them. Hence the new anxieties
about ‘immigrants’ and ‘asylum seekers’ and the growing role played by diffuse ‘security fears’ on the
contemporary political agenda.

With characteristic brilliance, this new book by Zygmunt Bauman unravels the impact of this transformation
on our contemporary culture and politics and shows that the problem of coping with ‘human waste’ provides
a key for understanding some otherwise baffling features of our shared life, from the strategies of global
domination to the most intimate aspects of human relationships.

About the Author
Zygmunt Bauman (1925-2017) was Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the University of Leeds and the
University of Warsaw.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vickie Reed:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Wasted
Lives: Modernity and Its Outcasts. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.
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Lynn Jones:

The feeling that you get from Wasted Lives: Modernity and Its Outcasts is a more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Wasted Lives: Modernity and Its Outcasts giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Wasted Lives: Modernity and Its Outcasts
instantly.

Sherry Hansen:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Wasted Lives: Modernity and Its Outcasts, you could tells your family, friends and soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Rachel Daniels:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Wasted Lives: Modernity and Its Outcasts.
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