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Tens of thousands of people were persecuted and put to death as witches between
1400 and 1700 – the great age of witch hunts. Why did the witch hunts arise,
flourish and decline during this period? What purpose did the persecutions serve?
Who was accused, and what was the role of magic in the hunts? This important
reassessment of witch panics and persecutions in Europeand colonial America
both challenges and enhances existing interpretations of the phenomenon.
Locating its origins 400 years earlier in the growing perception of threats to
Western Christendom, Robert Thurston outlines the development of a
‘persecuting society’ in which campaigns against scapegoats such as heretics,
Jews, lepers and homosexuals set the scene for the later witch hunts.

He examines the creation of the witch stereotype and looks at how the early trials
and hunts evolved, with the shift from accusatory to inquisitorial court
procedures and reliance upon confessions leading to the increasing use of torture.
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Tens of thousands of people were persecuted and put to death as witches between 1400 and 1700 – the great
age of witch hunts. Why did the witch hunts arise, flourish and decline during this period? What purpose did
the persecutions serve? Who was accused, and what was the role of magic in the hunts? This important
reassessment of witch panics and persecutions in Europeand colonial America both challenges and enhances
existing interpretations of the phenomenon. Locating its origins 400 years earlier in the growing perception
of threats to Western Christendom, Robert Thurston outlines the development of a ‘persecuting society’ in
which campaigns against scapegoats such as heretics, Jews, lepers and homosexuals set the scene for the
later witch hunts.

He examines the creation of the witch stereotype and looks at how the early trials and hunts evolved, with
the shift from accusatory to inquisitorial court procedures and reliance upon confessions leading to the
increasing use of torture.
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Editorial Review

Review

"comprehensive account of one of the most malign periods in Eureopean history" - Glasgow Herald

`Lively and readable.  It is written in a style as personal and attractive as any I have encountered...It has just
the right balance of magisterial detachment and personal insight.' 

Ronald Hutton,    University   of    Bristol    

6 page feature article on book in History Today, November 2006

From the Back Cover

Thurston: The Witch Hunts

 

'...lively and readable… written in a style as personal and attractive as any I have
encountered.'                                              Ronald Hutton,  University  of  Bristol 

 

'This book is an excellent and concise summary of scholarship on witchcraft history… It is the perfect
introduction to the topic.'

Brian Hoggard, author of Crusader Castles:Christian: Fortresses in the Middle East

Between the fourteenth and eighteenth centuries, the notorious witch hunts of Europe and America led to the
execution of tens of thousands of people – the vast majority of whom were women.  Under the growing
influence of a variety of new or heightened tensions, such as fear of the Devil, attack from abroad and the
plague, panic and aggression against 'witches' began to spiral out of control.  As fear of the witches spread
through Europe, the accused were convicted on the basis of reputation and circumstance rather than any hard
evidence. They suffered erratic trials, torture and death.

 

In this revised edition, first published under the title of Witch, Wicce, Mother Goose, Robert Thurston
explores the events of the witch hunts and the social and psychological factors which caused them.
Increasingly negative images of women, revised judicial procedures and religious conflicts had their part to
play in these strange times, as did ideas from sources as diverse as the Bible and folk beliefs.  Original,
insightful and moving, The Witch Hunts takes a long historical view of the witch persecutions, and puts into
perspective the effects of fear and violence in even the most reasonable of societies.
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Robert W. Thurston is Phillip R. Shriver Professor in the Department of History, Miami University,
Oxford, Ohio.  His publications include Life and Terror in Stalin’s  Russia , 1934-1941 (1996) and Liberal   
City ,  Conservative    State :  Moscow  and  Russia 's Urban Crisis, 1906-1914 (1987).

About the Author

Robert Thurston is Professor of History at the Universityof Miami.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doreen Harry:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the entire day to reading a publication. The book The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in
Europe and North America it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price
is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Luther Roberts:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read will be The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe
and North America.

Shawn Martinez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in
Europe and North America why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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Constance Music:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Witch Hunts: A History of the
Witch Persecutions in Europe and North America.
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