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This book looks at the evolving relationship between war and international law,
examining the complex practical and legal dilemmas posed by the changing
nature of war in the contemporary world, whether the traditional rules governing
the onset and conduct of hostilities apply anymore, and how they might be
adapted to new realities. War, always messy, has become even messier today,
with the blurring of interstate, intrastate, and extrastate violence. How can the
United States and other countries be expected to fight honourably and observe
the existing norms when they often are up against an adversary who recognizes
no such obligations? Indeed, how do we even know whether an "armed conflict"
is underway when modern wars tend to lack neat beginnings and endings and
seem geographically indeterminate, as well? What is the legality of anticipatory
self-defense, humanitarian intervention, targeted killings, drones, detention of
captured prisoners without POW status, and other controversial practices? These
questions are explored through a review of the United Nations Charter, Geneva
Conventions, and other regimes and how they have operated in recent conflicts.
Through a series of case studies, including the U.S. war on terror and the wars in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Gaza, Kosovo, and Congo, the author illustrates the challenges
we face today in the ongoing effort to reduce war and, when it occurs, to make it
more humane.
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This book looks at the evolving relationship between war and international law, examining the complex
practical and legal dilemmas posed by the changing nature of war in the contemporary world, whether the
traditional rules governing the onset and conduct of hostilities apply anymore, and how they might be
adapted to new realities. War, always messy, has become even messier today, with the blurring of interstate,
intrastate, and extrastate violence. How can the United States and other countries be expected to fight
honourably and observe the existing norms when they often are up against an adversary who recognizes no
such obligations? Indeed, how do we even know whether an "armed conflict" is underway when modern
wars tend to lack neat beginnings and endings and seem geographically indeterminate, as well? What is the
legality of anticipatory self-defense, humanitarian intervention, targeted killings, drones, detention of
captured prisoners without POW status, and other controversial practices? These questions are explored
through a review of the United Nations Charter, Geneva Conventions, and other regimes and how they have
operated in recent conflicts. Through a series of case studies, including the U.S. war on terror and the wars in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Gaza, Kosovo, and Congo, the author illustrates the challenges we face today in the
ongoing effort to reduce war and, when it occurs, to make it more humane.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The most important application of just war theory since 9/11. Rochester asks all the difficult questions – an
essential book for our time."

– John Vasquez, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

"Backed by a treasure trove of research, this is an important and up-to-date study of the deterioration of
international rules that govern the use of force. It should be read and pondered by international lawyers,
international relations theorists, and policymakers who think about how war can be restricted by law."

– Michael J. Glennon, Boston University Law School

"This important new work suggests that the 'new face of violence' challenges international legal norms as
much as it does international peace and security. To his credit, J. Martin Rochester eschews daydreaming of
a better world in favor of practical reforms that incentivize compliance and further the United Nations’
concern to 'save succeeding generations from the scourge of war.'"

– Robert P. Barnidge, Jr., Webster University

About the Author
J. Martin Rochester is the Curators Distinguished Teaching Professor of Political Science at the University
of Missouri-St. Louis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Oliver Watts:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The New Warfare: Rethinking
Rules for an Unruly World book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Richard Davy:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways
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to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this The New Warfare: Rethinking Rules for an Unruly World, it is possible to tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a e-book.

Diana Pearson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The New Warfare:
Rethinking Rules for an Unruly World.

Sherrill Height:

The reserve with title The New Warfare: Rethinking Rules for an Unruly World has lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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