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This book takes a fresh look at the foundations of modern Islam. Scholars often
locate the origins of the modern Islamic world in European colonialism or
Islamic reactions to European modernity. This study, however, focuses on the
rise of Islamic movements indigenous to the Middle East, which developed in
direct response to the collapse and decentralization of the Islamic gunpowder
empires. Arguing that the Usuli movement, as well as Wahhabism and neo-
Sufism, emerged in reaction to the disintegration and political decentralization of
the Safavid, Ottoman, and Mughal empires, this book specifically highlights the
emergence of Usuli Shi‘ism in the 18th and 19th centuries. The long-term impact
of the Usuli revival was that Shi‘i clerics gained unprecedented social, political,
and economic power in Iran and southern Iraq. Usuli clerics claimed authority to
issue binding legal judgments, which, they argue, must be observed by all Shi‘is.
By the early 19th century, Usulism emerged as a popular, fiercely independent,
transnational Islamic movement. The Usuli clerics have often operated at the
heart of social and political developments in modern Iraq and Iran and today
dominate the politics of the region.
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This book takes a fresh look at the foundations of modern Islam. Scholars often locate the origins of the
modern Islamic world in European colonialism or Islamic reactions to European modernity. This study,
however, focuses on the rise of Islamic movements indigenous to the Middle East, which developed in direct
response to the collapse and decentralization of the Islamic gunpowder empires. Arguing that the Usuli
movement, as well as Wahhabism and neo-Sufism, emerged in reaction to the disintegration and political
decentralization of the Safavid, Ottoman, and Mughal empires, this book specifically highlights the
emergence of Usuli Shi‘ism in the 18th and 19th centuries. The long-term impact of the Usuli revival was
that Shi‘i clerics gained unprecedented social, political, and economic power in Iran and southern Iraq. Usuli
clerics claimed authority to issue binding legal judgments, which, they argue, must be observed by all Shi‘is.
By the early 19th century, Usulism emerged as a popular, fiercely independent, transnational Islamic
movement. The Usuli clerics have often operated at the heart of social and political developments in modern
Iraq and Iran and today dominate the politics of the region.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Heern...is primarily concerned with the Shias, Islam's second-largest denomination after the Sunnis. But he
refreshingly teases out the parallels between the three movements, rather than their differences as most other
commentators have done.' The Economist

About the Author

Zackery M. Heern is a professor of Middle East and Islamic studies at Murray State University. His
research and teaching interests include Shi‘ism, Iraq, Iran, Islamic Movements, the Baha’i Faith, and Global
History. He lives in Murray, KY.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tony Hill:

The book The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Emergence of Modern
Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Charlene Stidham:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in
Iraq and Iran to read.

Robert Thompson:

This The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
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will get. This particular The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran can bring if you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone.
This The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran having great arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Curtis Swasey:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Emergence of Modern
Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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