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This adventure in science and imagination, which the Medical Tribune said
might herald "a Copernican revolution for the life sciences," leads the reader
through unexplored jungles and uncharted aspects of mind to the heart of
knowledge.In a first-person narrative of scientific discovery that opens new
perspectives on biology, anthropology, and the limits of rationalism, The Cosmic
Serpent reveals how startlingly different the world around us appears when we
open our minds to it.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Anthropologist Narby's very personal account of his encounters with Amazonian shamanism and his
passionately researched syntheses of anthropological, biochemical, neurological and mythological
scholarship fascinate but do not convince. His defense of the rights of indigenous peoples against usurpation
by capitalist, technological countries is admirable; his methodology is not. Throughout, Narby appears to
mistake enthusiasm for evidence and he takes similarities of form (e.g., any helical pattern, hexagon or
snakelike figure) to be proof of identity or of casual connection: that the serpent of shamanic lore is DNA. Of
his assertion that the Amazonians' specific knowledge of pharmacology derives from hallucinogenic trance
(and not from some other more diffuse source), he undertakes no experimental test, offering the typical
complaints that the "presuppositions" of science are too narrow to permit the test. Narby does well to
question the assumptions of scientists who dismiss all teleology in favor of mechanistic interpretations that
are often deeply inadequate, and he does well to inquire into the meaning of the vast commonality of forms
between science and world mythologies, but his answers too often come off as groundless invention. He
provides an intriguing detective story, wondrous visions and a wealth of fascinating information on genetic
science, shamanism, etc., and he also offers some valuable thoughts on the parochial smallness of official
science, but, overall, his book's greatest value, perhaps, is as a case study in the excesses of scholarship gone
astray.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"[A]n intriguing detective story, wondrous visions and a wealth of fascinating information on genetic
science, shamanism, etc.." ---Publishers Weekly

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Gagne:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Cosmic Serpent: DNA and the Origins of Knowledge book is readable
by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with The Cosmic Serpent: DNA and the Origins of Knowledge content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Cosmic Serpent: DNA and the Origins of
Knowledge is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?
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Gerald Stewart:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Cosmic Serpent: DNA and the Origins of Knowledge why because
the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Pablo Torrey:

The book untitled The Cosmic Serpent: DNA and the Origins of Knowledge contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice read.

James Ritchey:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
The Cosmic Serpent: DNA and the Origins of Knowledge this reserve consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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