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In 1806 a British expeditionary force captured Buenos Aires. Over the next
eighteen months, Britain was sucked into a costly campaign on the far side of the
world. The Spaniards were humbled on the battlefield and Montevideo was taken
by storm, but the campaign ended in disaster when 6000 redcoats and riflemen
surrendered following a bloody battle in the streets of the Argentine capital. So
ended one of the most humiliating – and neglected – episodes of the entire
Napoleonic Wars.??In The British Invasion of the River Plate Ben Hughes tells
the story of this forgotten campaign in graphic detail. His account is based on
research carried out across two continents. It draws on contemporary newspaper
reports, official documents and the memoirs, letters and journals of the men who
were there.??He describes the initially successful British invasion, which was
stopped when their troops were surrounded in Buenos Aires’ main square and
forced to surrender, and the second British attack which was eventually defeated
too. His narrative covers the course of the entire campaign and its aftermath.
While focusing on the military and political aspects of the campaign, his book
gives an insight into the actions of the main protagonists – William Carr
Beresford, Sir Home Popham, Santiago de Liniers and ‘Black Bob’ Craufurd –
and into the experiences of the forgotten rank and file.??He also considers the
long-term impact of the campaign on the fortunes of the opposing sides. Many of
the British survivors went on to win glory in the Peninsular War. For the
Uruguayans and Argentines, their victory gave them a sense of national pride that
would eventually encourage them to wrest their independence from Spain.
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In 1806 a British expeditionary force captured Buenos Aires. Over the next eighteen months, Britain was
sucked into a costly campaign on the far side of the world. The Spaniards were humbled on the battlefield
and Montevideo was taken by storm, but the campaign ended in disaster when 6000 redcoats and riflemen
surrendered following a bloody battle in the streets of the Argentine capital. So ended one of the most
humiliating – and neglected – episodes of the entire Napoleonic Wars.??In The British Invasion of the River
Plate Ben Hughes tells the story of this forgotten campaign in graphic detail. His account is based on
research carried out across two continents. It draws on contemporary newspaper reports, official documents
and the memoirs, letters and journals of the men who were there.??He describes the initially successful
British invasion, which was stopped when their troops were surrounded in Buenos Aires’ main square and
forced to surrender, and the second British attack which was eventually defeated too. His narrative covers the
course of the entire campaign and its aftermath. While focusing on the military and political aspects of the
campaign, his book gives an insight into the actions of the main protagonists – William Carr Beresford, Sir
Home Popham, Santiago de Liniers and ‘Black Bob’ Craufurd – and into the experiences of the forgotten
rank and file.??He also considers the long-term impact of the campaign on the fortunes of the opposing sides.
Many of the British survivors went on to win glory in the Peninsular War. For the Uruguayans and
Argentines, their victory gave them a sense of national pride that would eventually encourage them to wrest
their independence from Spain.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Ben Hughes is a teacher and lecturer. He has spent many years living and travelling in South America and
exploring its colonial history and he a special interest in the Napoleonic Wars. His previous books include
Conquer or Die!, They Shall Not Pass! And The Siege of Fort William Henry.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The British Invasion of the River Plate 1806-1807: How
the Redcoats were Humbled and a Nation was Born. Try to stumble through book The British Invasion of the
River Plate 1806-1807: How the Redcoats were Humbled and a Nation was Born as your close friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Stephanie Armstrong:

This The British Invasion of the River Plate 1806-1807: How the Redcoats were Humbled and a Nation was
Born book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The British Invasion of the River
Plate 1806-1807: How the Redcoats were Humbled and a Nation was Born without we comprehend teach the
one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The British
Invasion of the River Plate 1806-1807: How the Redcoats were Humbled and a Nation was Born can bring
once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even telephone. This The British Invasion of the River Plate 1806-1807: How the Redcoats
were Humbled and a Nation was Born having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Nicole Dilbeck:

The event that you get from The British Invasion of the River Plate 1806-1807: How the Redcoats were
Humbled and a Nation was Born could be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
The British Invasion of the River Plate 1806-1807: How the Redcoats were Humbled and a Nation was Born
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
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understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The British Invasion of
the River Plate 1806-1807: How the Redcoats were Humbled and a Nation was Born instantly.

Helen Butts:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the reserve untitled The British Invasion of the River Plate 1806-1807: How the Redcoats were Humbled
and a Nation was Born can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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