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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of Mannheim (Anglistisches
Seminar), course: New British Drama, language: English, abstract: It is widely
accepted that memories reconstruct the past: We need individual memories in
order to experience biographical continuity. Without the episodic (or
autobiographical) memory, it would be impossible for us to link our individual
past to ourselves. The strong connexion between memory and the past is a very
prominent topic in contempo-rary British fiction and the significance of memory
is discussed in many literary works. One of these works is Harold Pinter’s play
Old Times.
Together with the plays Landscape and Silence and the sketch Night, these works
have often been referred to as ‘memory plays’ because they „focus on the past”.
In all these plays, Pinter extensively investigates the possibilities of recreating the
past as well as the problematic function of memory.
[...]
Given the fact that even the author himself has difficulties to summarize his
works, it is even more difficult for the viewer, especially as Pinter does not write
“with an audience in mind” .
Though he is convinced “that what happens in (his) plays could happen
anywhere, at any time, in any place, although the events may seem unfamiliar at
first glance,” the action in Pinter’s plays is always ambiguous and the plot a
framework of contradictions, multilayered statements and silences. So, what is
Pinter writing about? He only gives us one clue: It is “not (about) the weasel
under the cabinet.
This paper aims to answer the question above. In the following, I will look at the
sketch Night first. Then I want to concentrate on the topic of memory in the plays
Landscape and Silence. In the main part, I will discuss the significance of
memory in Old Times. As we will see, Pinter demonstrates that memory operates
on a variety of levels. In all plays, memory is unreliable and can be reshaped
according to one’s present needs. It can be a means of comfort and security, as in
Night. It can separate people by providing them with the possibility to live in the
past and to avoid confrontation in the present, as in Landscape and Silence. In
Old Times, the function of memory is clearly the most complex. Here, it is used
as a weapon in a battle for positions in which impression man-agement rules the
battlefield.
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Given the fact that even the author himself has difficulties to summarize his works, it is even more difficult
for the viewer, especially as Pinter does not write “with an audience in mind” .
Though he is convinced “that what happens in (his) plays could happen anywhere, at any time, in any place,
although the events may seem unfamiliar at first glance,” the action in Pinter’s plays is always ambiguous
and the plot a framework of contradictions, multilayered statements and silences. So, what is Pinter writing
about? He only gives us one clue: It is “not (about) the weasel under the cabinet.
This paper aims to answer the question above. In the following, I will look at the sketch Night first. Then I
want to concentrate on the topic of memory in the plays Landscape and Silence. In the main part, I will
discuss the significance of memory in Old Times. As we will see, Pinter demonstrates that memory operates
on a variety of levels. In all plays, memory is unreliable and can be reshaped according to one’s present
needs. It can be a means of comfort and security, as in Night. It can separate people by providing them with
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter’s 'Old Times'. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter’s 'Old Times'. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Teresa Hunter:

Here thing why this particular The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter’s 'Old Times' are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter’s 'Old Times' giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter’s 'Old Times'. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Aspect of Memory in
Harold Pinter’s 'Old Times' in e-book can be your alternative.

Sharon Grace:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Aspect of Memory in Harold
Pinter’s 'Old Times' can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Mary Crist:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
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record in your reading list will be The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter’s 'Old Times'. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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