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Textual Mothers/Maternal Texts focuses on mothers as subjects and as writers
who produce auto/biography, fiction, and poetry about maternity. International
contributors examine the mother without child, with child, and in her multiple
identities as grandmother, mother, and daughter.

The collection examines how authors use textual spaces to accept, negotiate,
resist, or challenge traditional conceptions of mothering and maternal roles, and
how these texts offer alternative practices and visions for mothers. Further, it
illuminates how textual representations both reflect and help to define or
(re)shape the realities of women and families by examining how mothering and
being a mother are political, personal, and creative narratives unfolding within
both the pages of a book and the spaces of a life. The range of chapters maps a
shift from the daughter-centric stories that have dominated the maternal tradition
to the matrilineal and matrifocal perspectives that have emerged over the last few
decades as the mother’s voice moved from silence to speech.

Contributors make aesthetic, cultural, and political claims and critiques about
mothering and motherhood, illuminating in new and diverse ways how authors
and the protagonists of the texts “read” their own maternal identities as well as
the maternal scripts of their families, cultures, and nations in their quest for self-
knowledge, agency, and artistic expression.
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Textual Mothers/Maternal Texts focuses on mothers as subjects and as writers who produce auto/biography,
fiction, and poetry about maternity. International contributors examine the mother without child, with child,
and in her multiple identities as grandmother, mother, and daughter.

The collection examines how authors use textual spaces to accept, negotiate, resist, or challenge traditional
conceptions of mothering and maternal roles, and how these texts offer alternative practices and visions for
mothers. Further, it illuminates how textual representations both reflect and help to define or (re)shape the
realities of women and families by examining how mothering and being a mother are political, personal, and
creative narratives unfolding within both the pages of a book and the spaces of a life. The range of chapters
maps a shift from the daughter-centric stories that have dominated the maternal tradition to the matrilineal
and matrifocal perspectives that have emerged over the last few decades as the mother’s voice moved from
silence to speech.

Contributors make aesthetic, cultural, and political claims and critiques about mothering and motherhood,
illuminating in new and diverse ways how authors and the protagonists of the texts “read” their own maternal
identities as well as the maternal scripts of their families, cultures, and nations in their quest for self-
knowledge, agency, and artistic expression.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Elizabeth Podnieks is an associate professor in the Department of English and the graduate program in
Communication and Culture at Ryerson University. She teaches and researches in the fields of mothering,
life writing, modernism, and popular/celebrity culture. She is the author of Daily Modernism: The Literary
Diaries of Virginia Woolf, Antonia White, Elizabeth Smart, and Anaïs Nin (2000) and the co-editor of
Hayford Hall: Hangovers, Erotics, and Modernist Aesthetics (2005).

Andrea O’Reilly is an associate professor in the School of Women’s Studies at York University. She is co-
editor/editor of many books on motherhood, including Maternal Theory: The Essential Readings (2007) and
Feminist Mothering (2008). O’Reilly is author of Toni Morrison and Motherhood: A Politics of the Heart
(2004) and Rocking the Cradle: Thoughts on Motherhood, Feminism, and the Possibility of Empowered
Mothering (2006). She is founder and director of the Association for Research on Mothering, (ARM),
founder and editor-in-chief of the Journal of the Association for Research on Mothering, and founder and
editor of Demeter Press, the first feminist press on motherhood.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lavelle Hildreth:

The publication with title Textual Mothers/Maternal Texts: Motherhood in Contemporary Women’s
Literatures has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Patrick Pond:

The reason? Because this Textual Mothers/Maternal Texts: Motherhood in Contemporary Women’s
Literatures is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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Bettye Heinrich:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Textual Mothers/Maternal Texts: Motherhood in
Contemporary Women’s Literatures why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Sarah Heath:

This Textual Mothers/Maternal Texts: Motherhood in Contemporary Women’s Literatures is great e-book
for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Textual Mothers/Maternal Texts: Motherhood in Contemporary
Women’s Literatures in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt in which?
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