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Social Control Through Law is remarkable in manner and style. Roscoe Pound
shows himself to be a jurist, philosopher, and scientist. For Pound, the subject
matter of law involves examining manifestations of human nature which require
social control to assert or realize individual expectations. Pound formulates a list
of social-ethical principles, with a three-fold purpose. First, they are meant to
identify and explain human claims, demands, or interests of a given social order.
Second, they express what the majority of individuals in a given society want the
law to do. Third, they are meant to guide the courts in applying the law.

Pound distinguishes between individual interests, public interests, and social
interests. He warns that these three types of interests are overlapping and
interdependent and that most claims, demands, and desires can be placed in all
three categories. Pound's theory of social interests is crucial to his thinking about
law and lies at the conceptual core of sociological jurisprudence. Pound explains
that rights unlike interests, are plagued with a multiplicity of meanings. He
rejects the idea of rights as being natural or inalienable, and argues that to the
contrary, interests are natural.

The contemporary significance of the book is aptly demonstrated by the
skyrocketing rate of litigation in our postmodern society. As the influence of
familial and religious institutions declines, the courts exert an unprecedented
degree of control over the public and private lives of most Americans. Law is
now the paramount agency of social control. In the new introduction, A. Javier
Treviño outlines the principal aspects of Roscoe Pound's legal philosophy as it is
conveyed in several of his books, articles, and addresses, and shows their
relationship to Social Control Through Law. This book is an insightful, concise
summary of Pound's ideas that, after more than half a century, remains
surprisingly fresh and relevant. It will doubtlessly continue to engage jurists,
legal theorists, and sociologists for many years to come.
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Social Control Through Law is remarkable in manner and style. Roscoe Pound shows himself to be a jurist,
philosopher, and scientist. For Pound, the subject matter of law involves examining manifestations of human
nature which require social control to assert or realize individual expectations. Pound formulates a list of
social-ethical principles, with a three-fold purpose. First, they are meant to identify and explain human
claims, demands, or interests of a given social order. Second, they express what the majority of individuals in
a given society want the law to do. Third, they are meant to guide the courts in applying the law.

Pound distinguishes between individual interests, public interests, and social interests. He warns that these
three types of interests are overlapping and interdependent and that most claims, demands, and desires can be
placed in all three categories. Pound's theory of social interests is crucial to his thinking about law and lies at
the conceptual core of sociological jurisprudence. Pound explains that rights unlike interests, are plagued
with a multiplicity of meanings. He rejects the idea of rights as being natural or inalienable, and argues that
to the contrary, interests are natural.

The contemporary significance of the book is aptly demonstrated by the skyrocketing rate of litigation in our
postmodern society. As the influence of familial and religious institutions declines, the courts exert an
unprecedented degree of control over the public and private lives of most Americans. Law is now the
paramount agency of social control. In the new introduction, A. Javier Treviño outlines the principal aspects
of Roscoe Pound's legal philosophy as it is conveyed in several of his books, articles, and addresses, and
shows their relationship to Social Control Through Law. This book is an insightful, concise summary of
Pound's ideas that, after more than half a century, remains surprisingly fresh and relevant. It will doubtlessly
continue to engage jurists, legal theorists, and sociologists for many years to come.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Roscoe Pound (Nathan) (1870-1964) was dean of Harvard Law School. Before that he was dean at the
University of Nebraska School of Law. He is known as the father of the sociological jurisprudence
movement and one of America’s earliest leaders advocating for legal realism. He authored numerous books,
including The Spirit of the Common Law, Law and Morals, and Criminal Justice in America.

A. Javier Treviño teaches sociology at Wheaton College in Massachusetts and is the editor of the Law and
Society series for Transaction Publishers. He is the author or editor of numerous books, including The
Sociology of Law; Talcott Parsons on Law and the Legal System; and George C. Homans: History, Theory,
and Method. In addition, his work has appeared in theJournal of Classical Sociology, the American
Sociologist, andContemporary Justice Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Cordeiro:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge
to other individuals. When you read this Social Control through Law, you are able to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
e-book.

Richard Bentley:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled Social Control through Law can be excellent book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.
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Dana Hanley:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Social Control through Law your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-
book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The
Social Control through Law giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Aimee Simmons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Social Control through Law.
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