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Lailah is in a new school in a new country, thousands of miles from her old
home, and missing her old friends. When Ramadan begins, she is excited that she
is finally old enough to participate in the fasting but worried that her classmates
won’t understand why she doesn’t join them in the lunchroom.

Lailah solves her problem with help from the school librarian and her teacher and
in doing so learns that she can make new friends who respect her beliefs. This
gentle, moving story from first-time author Reem Faruqi comes to life in Lea
Lyon’s vibrant illustrations. Lyon uses decorative arabesque borders on
intermittent spreads to contrast the ordered patterns of Islamic observances with
the unbounded rhythms of American school days.
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Lailah is in a new school in a new country, thousands of miles from her old home, and missing her old
friends. When Ramadan begins, she is excited that she is finally old enough to participate in the fasting but
worried that her classmates won’t understand why she doesn’t join them in the lunchroom.

Lailah solves her problem with help from the school librarian and her teacher and in doing so learns that she
can make new friends who respect her beliefs. This gentle, moving story from first-time author Reem Faruqi
comes to life in Lea Lyon’s vibrant illustrations. Lyon uses decorative arabesque borders on intermittent
spreads to contrast the ordered patterns of Islamic observances with the unbounded rhythms of American
school days.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
K-Gr 3—Lailah recently moved from Abu Dhabi to Peachtree City, GA, and while she misses her friends
back in the Middle East, she is very excited to be old enough to fast during Ramadan. However, being new is
one thing, but being different is another. What if her class doesn't know what Ramadan is? What if she is the
only one fasting? Lailah falters when it is time to give Mrs. Penworth a note asking that she be excused from
lunch, and she has to endure the tempting smells of food and kind offers of her classmates to share lunch.
After escaping to the foodless library, the school librarian encourages Lailah to write down her feelings and
share them with her teacher. After all, who knows what could come of sharing her culture? The large, often
full-page watercolor illustrations provide gentle details that add depth to the text. A note and glossary round
out the story, giving context from the author's life and information about Islamic culture. Fans of Patricia
Polacco will enjoy this heartfelt tale. VERDICT A solid addition for libraries in need of modern Ramadan
stories.—Brittany Staszak, St. Charles Public Library, IL

Review
“A lovely classroom-friendly introduction to the Muslim month of fasting!”
- Ruhksana Khan, award-winning author and storyteller

From the Inside Flap
Notable Features Ramadan will be celebrated June 18-July 17, 2015. Addresses feelings of being "different."
A child confronts her fears and finds new acceptance. An excellent resource for helping children understand
Islamic culture A realistic depiction of a contemporary American family A great jumping-off point for
discussions about traditions

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Todaro:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Lailah's Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story.

Samuel Potter:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Lailah's Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?
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Susan Frame:

The book Lailah's Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Lailah's
Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Lailah's
Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Raymond Dixon:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Lailah's Lunchbox: A
Ramadan Story book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.
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