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Fantasy worlds are never mere backdrops. They are an integral part of the work,
and refuse to remain separate from other elements. These worlds combine
landscape with narrative logic by incorporating alternative rules about cause and
effect or physical transformation. They become actors in the drama—interacting
with the characters, offering assistance or hindrance, and making ethical
demands. In Here Be Dragons, Stefan Ekman provides a wide-ranging survey of
the ubiquitous fantasy map as the point of departure for an in-depth discussion of
what such maps can tell us about what is important in the fictional worlds and the
stories that take place there. With particular focus on J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord
of the Rings, Ekman shows how fantasy settings deserve serious attention from
both readers and critics. Includes insightful readings of works by Steven Brust,
Garth Nix, Robert Holdstock, Terry Pratchett, Charles de Lint, China Miéville,
Patricia McKillip, Tim Powers, Lisa Goldstein, Steven R. Donaldson, Robert
Jordan, and Neil Gaiman and Charles Vess.
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Fantasy worlds are never mere backdrops. They are an integral part of the work, and refuse to remain
separate from other elements. These worlds combine landscape with narrative logic by incorporating
alternative rules about cause and effect or physical transformation. They become actors in the
drama—interacting with the characters, offering assistance or hindrance, and making ethical demands. In
Here Be Dragons, Stefan Ekman provides a wide-ranging survey of the ubiquitous fantasy map as the point
of departure for an in-depth discussion of what such maps can tell us about what is important in the fictional
worlds and the stories that take place there. With particular focus on J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the
Rings, Ekman shows how fantasy settings deserve serious attention from both readers and critics. Includes
insightful readings of works by Steven Brust, Garth Nix, Robert Holdstock, Terry Pratchett, Charles de Lint,
China Miéville, Patricia McKillip, Tim Powers, Lisa Goldstein, Steven R. Donaldson, Robert Jordan, and
Neil Gaiman and Charles Vess.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Fantastic and surreal landscapes are one of the unique charms of the fantasy genre. Yet, scholarship on
fantasy has tended to focus on character and lot over setting. In Here Be Dragons, Stefan Ekman aims to fill
this lacuna of fantasy scholarship by providing a critical vocabulary that explores the unique role maps and
settings play. … Here Be Dragons is a valuable contribution to fantasy studies.”—Jason M. Calabrese
Baidenmann, SFRA Review

“Here Be Dragons … provide[s] a starting point for future scholarship on the topic. It will be a useful
grounding reference for scholars who intend to explore these themes in greater analytical depth.”—Stentor
Danielson, Historical Geography

“This volume will be a welcome addition to libraries and personal collections, and the framework of topical
study would make an excellent teaching tool and exemplar for students. This book is recommended not only
for Ekman’s clear and precise writing style, but also for the polishing interweaving of primary and secondary
sources so that each illuminates the other purposefully … Ekman’s study has added much to the array of
tools at critics’ disposal in the discussion of fantasy texts.”—Caitlin Herington, Journal of the Fantastic in
the Arts

Review
“This excellent and innovative work draws on theoretical ideas from inside and outside of fantasy
scholarship, and combines an impressively broad survey of texts with thoughtful reading of key examples.
Ekman convincingly shows how much of fantasy’s significance comes from its representation of settings.”
(Brian Attebery)

“What do maps and mapping have to tell us about the construction of fantasy worlds? What is the role of
landscape in the creation of the myth-scape of fantasy? Here Be Dragons considers the role of boundaries
and ‘polders’ in constructing the dynamics of fantasy and asks how the mythological relations of humans to
their world are shaped.” (Farah Mendlesohn, author of Rhetorics of Fantasy)

About the Author
STEFAN EKMAN is a freelance lecturer on fantasy, role-playing games, and manga, and serves as the head
of the Fantasy Literature Division at the International Conference on the Fantastic in the Arts. He teaches in
the Creative Writing Program at Lund University in Sweden.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
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person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Here Be Dragons:
Exploring Fantasy Maps and Settings. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Robert Nguyen:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
book you have read is Here Be Dragons: Exploring Fantasy Maps and Settings.

John Lopez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Here Be Dragons: Exploring
Fantasy Maps and Settings e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Here Be Dragons: Exploring
Fantasy Maps and Settings as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide
that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Albert Fragoso:

This Here Be Dragons: Exploring Fantasy Maps and Settings is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Here Be
Dragons: Exploring Fantasy Maps and Settings in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is
not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right
but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt this?
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