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This book offers students and researchers a guide to distributed algorithms that
emphasizes examples and exercises rather than the intricacies of mathematical
models. It avoids mathematical argumentation, often a stumbling block for
students, teaching algorithmic thought rather than proofs and logic. This
approach allows the student to learn a large number of algorithms within a
relatively short span of time. Algorithms are explained through brief, informal
descriptions, illuminating examples, and practical exercises. The examples and
exercises allow readers to understand algorithms intuitively and from different
perspectives. Proof sketches, arguing the correctness of an algorithm or
explaining the idea behind fundamental results, are also included. An appendix
offers pseudocode descriptions of many algorithms.Distributed algorithms are
performed by a collection of computers that send messages to each other or by
multiple software threads that use the same shared memory. The algorithms
presented in the book are for the most part "classics," selected because they shed
light on the algorithmic design of distributed systems or on key issues in
distributed computing and concurrent programming.Distributed Algorithms can
be used in courses for upper-level undergraduates or graduate students in
computer science, or as a reference for researchers in the field.
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This book offers students and researchers a guide to distributed algorithms that emphasizes examples and
exercises rather than the intricacies of mathematical models. It avoids mathematical argumentation, often a
stumbling block for students, teaching algorithmic thought rather than proofs and logic. This approach
allows the student to learn a large number of algorithms within a relatively short span of time. Algorithms
are explained through brief, informal descriptions, illuminating examples, and practical exercises. The
examples and exercises allow readers to understand algorithms intuitively and from different perspectives.
Proof sketches, arguing the correctness of an algorithm or explaining the idea behind fundamental results, are
also included. An appendix offers pseudocode descriptions of many algorithms.Distributed algorithms are
performed by a collection of computers that send messages to each other or by multiple software threads that
use the same shared memory. The algorithms presented in the book are for the most part "classics," selected
because they shed light on the algorithmic design of distributed systems or on key issues in distributed
computing and concurrent programming.Distributed Algorithms can be used in courses for upper-level
undergraduates or graduate students in computer science, or as a reference for researchers in the field.
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Editorial Review

Review

I am always fascinated by distributed processes. How can we design algorithms or protocols for them that
work? Fokkink gives a unique introduction to the many original concepts and methods in distributed
computing that we know today. A truly insightful book.

(Jan van Leeuwen, Utrecht University)

An original and thought-provoking new approach to teaching distributed algorithms.

(Maurice Herlihy, Brown University)

About the Author
Wan Fokkink is Professor of Theoretical Computer Science at the VU University, Amsterdam, and Professor
of Stochastics Design at Eindhoven University for Technology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Curtis Monahan:

This Distributed Algorithms: An Intuitive Approach (MIT Press) book is not really ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This Distributed Algorithms: An Intuitive Approach (MIT Press) without we understand teach the
one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Distributed
Algorithms: An Intuitive Approach (MIT Press) can bring once you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Distributed Algorithms: An Intuitive Approach (MIT Press) having excellent arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Rachel Louviere:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Distributed
Algorithms: An Intuitive Approach (MIT Press).
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James Rogers:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Distributed Algorithms: An Intuitive
Approach (MIT Press) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Ransom:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Distributed Algorithms:
An Intuitive Approach (MIT Press) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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