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Poetry, defined as language divided into lines, is found in most known human
cultures. This masterful survey of poetry and its constituent components
demonstrates the functions performed by metre, rhyme, alliteration and
parallelism, arguing that each line of a poem fits as a whole unit into the limited
capacity of human working memory. Using examples from around the world,
Fabb surveys the wide varieties of poetry and the ways they are performed,
including those in songs and signed literatures. Focusing on language, form and
memory, he helps us understand why poetry is a particularly valued way of using
language. A fresh exploration of poetry, the book will be welcomed by students
and researchers of literature, linguistics and psychology, as well as anyone
interested in poetry.
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of poetry and its constituent components demonstrates the functions performed by metre, rhyme, alliteration
and parallelism, arguing that each line of a poem fits as a whole unit into the limited capacity of human
working memory. Using examples from around the world, Fabb surveys the wide varieties of poetry and the
ways they are performed, including those in songs and signed literatures. Focusing on language, form and
memory, he helps us understand why poetry is a particularly valued way of using language. A fresh
exploration of poetry, the book will be welcomed by students and researchers of literature, linguistics and
psychology, as well as anyone interested in poetry.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Truly interesting and valuable. Fabb is clearly one of the leading experts in the poetries of the world."
Joel Sherzer, University of Texas, Austin

"Ranges impressively and informatively across a wide range of languages, exploring the means by which
their poets organize the rhythms and sounds of speech into verse."
Timothy Steele, poet

About the Author
Nigel Fabb is Professor of Literary Linguistics at the University of Strathclyde.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tonya Sewell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible What is Poetry?:
Language and Memory in the Poems of the World? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Irene Delong:

The reserve with title What is Poetry?: Language and Memory in the Poems of the World has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Christopher Hendrick:

Why? Because this What is Poetry?: Language and Memory in the Poems of the World is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your
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critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Virginia Kang:

This What is Poetry?: Language and Memory in the Poems of the World is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
What is Poetry?: Language and Memory in the Poems of the World can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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