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The United States in 1800 by Henry Adams is a compilation of the first six
chapters of his magnum opus, History of the United States of America during the
Administrations of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. In this volume, Adams
explains how personalities and events from this period shaped the main lines of
American national development.

The achievement of Adams’s historical masterpiece (most specifically the first
six chapters) is that it so fittingly presents the theme of what America is all about.
It not only explains what Adams and others in his time described as the
revolution of 1800, but it also offers a key to two other national revolutions that
were to come, those of 1860 and 1991.

The first rebellion changed the nature of American politics by abolishing the
notion of federalism—the effort by the authors of the Constitution to limit voting
to the educated and wealthy. The party that came into power, led by Thomas
Jefferson and his presidential successor, James Madison, advocated democracy
and a wider suffrage. They sought to include in the government men not only
from New England but also from the Middle States, the South, and the new West.
In The United States in 1800, Adams details how this led to a much greater
change in America’s national fortunes. He examines how out of a relatively
primitive state of affairs came the greatest nation on earth, measured not only in
national power but also in national virtue. Even in those early years, Adams
sensed a strength in democracy that outweighed its defects.

This broader appraisal of the United States is what makes this primary source
volume so relevant today. It was this strength of democracy that kept the nation
together after the revolution in 1860—the Civil War—and continues to keep it
together following the drastic changes that have ensued since the fall of the
USSR in 1991, so that today, as the only remaining superpower, the United
States finds itself vulnerable to the willfulness of small groups of dissatisfied
individuals. By exploring the origins of American democracy, we can learn what
Adams knew back in the 1800s—that a pride in democracy and a willingness to
make it prevail were all that people needed to free them from the chains of the
past and perils in the future. Teachers of American history will welcome this
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The United States in 1800 by Henry Adams is a compilation of the first six chapters of his magnum opus,
History of the United States of America during the Administrations of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison.
In this volume, Adams explains how personalities and events from this period shaped the main lines of
American national development.

The achievement of Adams’s historical masterpiece (most specifically the first six chapters) is that it so
fittingly presents the theme of what America is all about. It not only explains what Adams and others in his
time described as the revolution of 1800, but it also offers a key to two other national revolutions that were to
come, those of 1860 and 1991.

The first rebellion changed the nature of American politics by abolishing the notion of federalism—the effort
by the authors of the Constitution to limit voting to the educated and wealthy. The party that came into
power, led by Thomas Jefferson and his presidential successor, James Madison, advocated democracy and a
wider suffrage. They sought to include in the government men not only from New England but also from the
Middle States, the South, and the new West. In The United States in 1800, Adams details how this led to a
much greater change in America’s national fortunes. He examines how out of a relatively primitive state of
affairs came the greatest nation on earth, measured not only in national power but also in national virtue.
Even in those early years, Adams sensed a strength in democracy that outweighed its defects.

This broader appraisal of the United States is what makes this primary source volume so relevant today. It
was this strength of democracy that kept the nation together after the revolution in 1860—the Civil
War—and continues to keep it together following the drastic changes that have ensued since the fall of the
USSR in 1991, so that today, as the only remaining superpower, the United States finds itself vulnerable to
the willfulness of small groups of dissatisfied individuals. By exploring the origins of American democracy,
we can learn what Adams knew back in the 1800s—that a pride in democracy and a willingness to make it
prevail were all that people needed to free them from the chains of the past and perils in the future. Teachers
of American history will welcome this volume to fill the void in the material available for classroom use.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
Introduction by Robert H. Ferrell

About the Author

Henry Adams, great-grandson of John Adams and grandson of John Quincy Adams, was born in Boston on
February 16, 1838. He died in Washington, D.C., on March 27, 1918. While his most famous work was
History of the United States of America during the Administrations of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison,
he is also known and respected for The Education of Henry Adams.

Robert H. Ferrell is Professor Emeritus of History at Indiana University. He is the author or editor of
numerous books, including Collapse at Meuse-Argonne: The Failure of the Missouri-Kansas Division;
Harry S. Truman: A Life; and The Dying President: Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1944–1945, all available from
the University of Missouri Press. Ferrell resides in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The United
States in 1800 suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled
The United States in 1800is the main one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily
to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Shirley Glover:

You can obtain this The United States in 1800 by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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Susan Williams:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The United States in 1800 was vibrant and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book The United States in 1800 has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.

Richard Broderick:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The United States in 1800 can make you experience more interested to
read.
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