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This book offers a detailed exploration of three examples of humanitarian uses of
new technology, employing key theoretical insights from Foucault.

We are currently seeing a humanitarian turn to new digital technologies, such as
biometrics, remote sensing, and surveillance drones. However, such humanitarian
uses of new technology have not always produced beneficial results for those at
the receiving end and have sometimes exposed the subjects of assistance to
additional risks and insecurities.

Engaging with key insights from the work of Foucault combined with selected
concepts from the Science and Technology Studies literature, this book produces
an analytical framework that opens up the analysis to details of power and
control at the level of materiality that are often ignored in liberal histories of war
and modernity. Whereas Foucault details the design of prisons, factories, schools,
etc., this book is original in its use of his work, in that it uses these key insights
about the details of power embedded in material design, but shifts the attention to
the technologies and attending forms of power that have been experimented with
in the three humanitarian endeavours presented in the book. In doing so, the book
provides new information about aspects of liberal humanitarianism that
contemporary critical analyses have largely neglected.

This book will be of interest to students of humanitarian studies, peace and
conflict studies, critical security studies, and IR in general.
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This book offers a detailed exploration of three examples of humanitarian uses of new technology,
employing key theoretical insights from Foucault.

We are currently seeing a humanitarian turn to new digital technologies, such as biometrics, remote sensing,
and surveillance drones. However, such humanitarian uses of new technology have not always produced
beneficial results for those at the receiving end and have sometimes exposed the subjects of assistance to
additional risks and insecurities.

Engaging with key insights from the work of Foucault combined with selected concepts from the Science
and Technology Studies literature, this book produces an analytical framework that opens up the analysis to
details of power and control at the level of materiality that are often ignored in liberal histories of war and
modernity. Whereas Foucault details the design of prisons, factories, schools, etc., this book is original in its
use of his work, in that it uses these key insights about the details of power embedded in material design, but
shifts the attention to the technologies and attending forms of power that have been experimented with in the
three humanitarian endeavours presented in the book. In doing so, the book provides new information about
aspects of liberal humanitarianism that contemporary critical analyses have largely neglected.

This book will be of interest to students of humanitarian studies, peace and conflict studies, critical security
studies, and IR in general.
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Editorial Review

Review

'The Politics of Humanitarian Technology is a pathbreaking book on the use of new technologies in
humanitarian crises. Eschewing the conventional view that technologies are neutral and largely
beneficial to populations at risk, Jacobsen brilliantly outlines how humanitarian crises have emerged
as laboratories for testing and experimenting new, and often problematic, technologies. Drawing
together the work of Michel Foucault and science and technology studies, Jacobsen demonstrates how
the ‘humanitarian-technology nexus’ enables complex and unequal enactments of power and privilege.
Historically grounded and philosophically sophisticated, this is a brilliant intervention into the politics
of humanitarianism' -- Peter Nyers, McMaster University, Canada

'Katja Jacobsen's The Politics of Humanitarian Technology is a timely and profoundly important
book. From satellite surveillance through to social media analysis and drone technology, donor
governments and humanitarian aid agencies are enthusiastically and uncritically embracing new
technology as a one-click solution to their growing problems. With reference to refugee biometrics,
GM food aid and rotavirus vaccination development, Jacobsen's meticulously researched and cogently
argued book challenges this optimism. Not only is the global-South revealed as an unregulated
commercial laboratory for techno-scientific experiments that would be politically difficult in the
North, the resulting 'humanitarian' seal of approval is helping legitimate the planetary rollout of new
and intrusive forms of global governance and bodily control built upon this experimentation. Amidst
all the hype, The Politics of Humanitarian Technology is one of the few critical works to address these
developments. It's essential reading for anyone interested or concerned with the role of technology in
an increasingly divided world' -- Mark Duffield, Emeritus Professor, University of Bristol, UK

'Jacobsen breathes new life into debates on humanitarian harm through a rich and novel analysis of
the introduction of digital technologies to humanitarian practices. Focusing on the troubling political
consequences that are suffered by already vulnerable subjects in the process of adopting biometrics
and other digital technologies, Jacobsen exposes the extent to which the introduction of humanitarian
technology is anything but neutral. This book deserves the full attention of anyone interested in the
politics of humanitarianism and digital technologies in global politics' -- Benjamin J. Muller, King's
University College at Western University, Canada

'The Politics of Humanitarian Technology sheds light on the centrality of technology to humanitarian
practices and asks us to attend to their insidious political effects. Through insightful empirical analyses
of humanitarian experimentation and the production of ‘vile’ bodies as objects of experimentation,
this book illuminates important changing dynamics of international politics' -- Claudia Aradau, King's
College London, UK

About the Author

Katja Lindskov Jacobsen is Assistant Professor in International Risk & Disaster Management at
Metropolitan University College, Denmark.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Billy Benitez:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Politics of Humanitarian Technology:
Good Intentions, Unintended Consequences and Insecurity (Routledge Studies in Conflict, Security and
Technology). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book The Politics of Humanitarian Technology: Good Intentions, Unintended
Consequences and Insecurity (Routledge Studies in Conflict, Security and Technology). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Hector Duggan:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Politics of Humanitarian Technology:
Good Intentions, Unintended Consequences and Insecurity (Routledge Studies in Conflict, Security and
Technology) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mary Fox:

Exactly why? Because this The Politics of Humanitarian Technology: Good Intentions, Unintended
Consequences and Insecurity (Routledge Studies in Conflict, Security and Technology) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

William Jones:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Politics of Humanitarian Technology: Good Intentions, Unintended Consequences and Insecurity
(Routledge Studies in Conflict, Security and Technology) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
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each and every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get prior to. The The Politics of Humanitarian Technology: Good Intentions,
Unintended Consequences and Insecurity (Routledge Studies in Conflict, Security and Technology) giving
you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better
life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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