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What happens if we bet too heavily on unmanned systems, cyber warfare, and
special operations in our defense?

In today's U.S. defense policy debates, big land wars are out. Drones, cyber
weapons, special forces, and space weapons are in. Accordingly, Pentagon
budget cuts have honed in on the army and ground forces: this, after the long
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, seems like an appealing idea. No one really wants
American boots on the ground in bloody conflicts abroad. But it is not so easy to
simply declare an end to messy land wars. A survey of the world's trouble spots
suggests that land warfare has more of a future than many now seem to believe.

In The Future of Land Warfare, Michael O'Hanlon offers an analysis of the
future of the world's ground forces: Where are large-scale conflicts or other
catastrophes most plausible? Which of these could be important enough to
require the option of a U.S. military response? And which of these could in turn
demand significant numbers of American ground forces in their resolution?
O'Hanlon is not predicting or advocating big American roles in such
operations—only cautioning against overconfidence that we can and will avoid
them.

O'Hanlon considers a number of illustrative scenarios in which large
conventional forces may be necessary: discouraging Russia from even
contemplating attacks against the Baltic states; discouraging China from
considering an unfriendly future role on the Korean peninsula; handling an
asymmetric threat in the South China Sea with the construction and protection of
a number of bases in the Philippines and elsewhere; managing the aftermath of a
major and complex humanitarian disaster superimposed on a security
crisis—perhaps in South Asia; coping with a severe Ebola outbreak not in the
small states of West Africa but in Nigeria, at the same time that country falls
further into violence; addressing a further meltdown in security conditions in
Central America.
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What happens if we bet too heavily on unmanned systems, cyber warfare, and special operations in our
defense?

In today's U.S. defense policy debates, big land wars are out. Drones, cyber weapons, special forces, and
space weapons are in. Accordingly, Pentagon budget cuts have honed in on the army and ground forces: this,
after the long wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, seems like an appealing idea. No one really wants American
boots on the ground in bloody conflicts abroad. But it is not so easy to simply declare an end to messy land
wars. A survey of the world's trouble spots suggests that land warfare has more of a future than many now
seem to believe.

In The Future of Land Warfare, Michael O'Hanlon offers an analysis of the future of the world's ground
forces: Where are large-scale conflicts or other catastrophes most plausible? Which of these could be
important enough to require the option of a U.S. military response? And which of these could in turn demand
significant numbers of American ground forces in their resolution? O'Hanlon is not predicting or advocating
big American roles in such operations—only cautioning against overconfidence that we can and will avoid
them.

O'Hanlon considers a number of illustrative scenarios in which large conventional forces may be necessary:
discouraging Russia from even contemplating attacks against the Baltic states; discouraging China from
considering an unfriendly future role on the Korean peninsula; handling an asymmetric threat in the South
China Sea with the construction and protection of a number of bases in the Philippines and elsewhere;
managing the aftermath of a major and complex humanitarian disaster superimposed on a security
crisis—perhaps in South Asia; coping with a severe Ebola outbreak not in the small states of West Africa but
in Nigeria, at the same time that country falls further into violence; addressing a further meltdown in security
conditions in Central America.
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Editorial Review

Review
'His findings should be of particular interest to defence officials charged with the development of planning
scenarios and the design of future forces. It might also help military and civilian officials examine critically
the assumptions on which defence priorities and spending are based.' - War, Conflict and the Military

About the Author

Michael O'Hanlon is research director for the Foreign Policy program at Brookings, where he specializes in
defense policy. He has written extensively on Northeast Asian security and has traveled frequently to the war
zones of the broader Middle East on research trips over the past decade.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melvin Paul:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer
that question since just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Future of Land Warfare
(Geopolitics in the 21st Century) to read.

Therese McGaha:

Here thing why that The Future of Land Warfare (Geopolitics in the 21st Century) are different and reputable
to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. The Future of Land Warfare (Geopolitics in the 21st Century) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that
similar with The Future of Land Warfare (Geopolitics in the 21st Century). It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of The Future of Land Warfare (Geopolitics in the 21st Century) in e-book can be your substitute.

Marie Daugherty:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
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therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this The Future of Land Warfare (Geopolitics in the 21st Century), you are able to
tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a publication.

Alexandra Dickey:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Future of Land Warfare (Geopolitics in the 21st Century) this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why
is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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