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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
From early, career-establishing Vogue magazine work like The Spilled Handbag (Theatre Accident) of 1947
through his images of bones and other detritus (Bone Landscape, 1980) to his recent pictures of cuttlefish,
Irving Penn has masterfully evinced the secret lives of objects. Ninety-eight of Penn's greatest images (45
color, 50 tritone, 3 duotone) are assembled in Still Life, a publication personally supervised by the artist. Still
making funny, strange and lovely editorial photographs for Vogue and other magazines (an ant crawls on a
melted Brie; a mannequin gazes out from under a bell jar), Penn also continues to experiment in his personal
work: components of traditional still-life paintings like skulls, fish, paintbrushes and dice, for instance,
arranged artfully and bizarrely, shot in black and white.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Penn is notable for gathering things in clumps and patterns and photographing them something he has been
doing for 60 years. His boldness and bravado have led to a new notion of what constitutes a still life. This
book, introduced by John Szarkowski, director emeritus of the department of photography at MOMA, does a
very good job of revealing both Penn's lens and his psyche, which can be off-putting. Yes, it is possible to
merge a perfect overhead view of a huge bumblebee and the perfectly sensual mouth of a well-lipsticked
woman, but really who wants to see a big, menacing bee roaming on human teeth and lips? One expects that
Penn will someday take his camera into the operating room and place something a Lego toy, handgun, or
tarantula on a pancreas open for inspection during surgery. The artist seems to want us to think that because
something exists, it looks pretty nifty when photographed with the skill used to make fashion magazines
sizzle. Still, Penn is a camera master, yielding technically perfect images and tossing wet blankets at the
common still life of fruit or flowers. The first book to focus exclusively on his still lifes, this will introduce
Penn's art to new viewers. It gives photographers seeking new ways to work much to ponder. David Bryant,
New Canaan Lib., CT
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Irving Penn's books include Moments Preserved (1960), Worlds in a Small Room (1974), Inventive Paris
Clothes 1909-1939 (1977), Flowers (1980), and Passage (1991). A retrospective of his work was exhibited at
the Museum of Modern Art in New York in 1984. In 1997, the Art Institute of Chicago mounted a traveling
international exhibition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Still Life : Irving Penn Photographs,
1938-2000 will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every
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thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they
are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

John Ashton:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Still Life : Irving Penn Photographs, 1938-2000 can be
great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Michelle Sanders:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a reserve. The book Still Life : Irving Penn Photographs, 1938-2000 it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Stephen Redmond:

Beside this Still Life : Irving Penn Photographs, 1938-2000 in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Still Life : Irving Penn Photographs, 1938-2000 because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from right now!
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