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This book offers a new understanding of the nature of power-seeking insurgent
groups by empirically examining the use of violence by Hamas in the
Palestinian-Israeli Conflict.

Though Hamas has learned to ride the tides of popular support, it remains
suspended between its quest to achieve the values of its ardent supporters
(reclamation of land through force) and the desire to grow popular support. This
tension is reflected in how and when the group exercises violent resistance. The
theoretical framework applied in this volume provides a simple construct to
understand the dynamics that result in use and non-use of violence under
changing environmental conditions by Hamas, but could be applied more broadly
to other power-seeking insurgent groups, including ISIL. The book weaves
together the dynamics between violent actions and internal and external
influences on Hamas, including: expressed values of the group, Palestinian
popular support measures, leaders’ personalities and innovation (weapons and
tactics), Israeli influence and targeted killings, peace processes and conflicts in
Gaza, Syria, Iraq and Egypt. With newly assembled datasets on Hamas’ violent
acts and public statements, Israeli Targeted Killings, historical measures of
popular support and extensive field interviews, the book offers a fresh
perspective on insurgent group violence by demonstrating under what conditions
the group exercises violence or refrains from doing so.

This book will be of much interest to both policy makers and students of the
Arab-Israeli conflict, political violence, Middle Eastern politics, security studies
and international relations in general.
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This book offers a new understanding of the nature of power-seeking insurgent groups by empirically
examining the use of violence by Hamas in the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict.

Though Hamas has learned to ride the tides of popular support, it remains suspended between its quest to
achieve the values of its ardent supporters (reclamation of land through force) and the desire to grow popular
support. This tension is reflected in how and when the group exercises violent resistance. The theoretical
framework applied in this volume provides a simple construct to understand the dynamics that result in use
and non-use of violence under changing environmental conditions by Hamas, but could be applied more
broadly to other power-seeking insurgent groups, including ISIL. The book weaves together the dynamics
between violent actions and internal and external influences on Hamas, including: expressed values of the
group, Palestinian popular support measures, leaders’ personalities and innovation (weapons and tactics),
Israeli influence and targeted killings, peace processes and conflicts in Gaza, Syria, Iraq and Egypt. With
newly assembled datasets on Hamas’ violent acts and public statements, Israeli Targeted Killings, historical
measures of popular support and extensive field interviews, the book offers a fresh perspective on insurgent
group violence by demonstrating under what conditions the group exercises violence or refrains from doing
so.

This book will be of much interest to both policy makers and students of the Arab-Israeli conflict, political
violence, Middle Eastern politics, security studies and international relations in general.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This impressive book is an outstanding contribution to the study of insurgent groups. While focusing
on Hamas as a case in point, Davis has formed a new methodology for studying the relationship
between insurgent groups' public support and their decision to use violence. Using both interviews
with a broad array of actors and observers and sophisticated quantitative analysis of violent activity
and public opinion polls, Davis' work has set a new standard of research in the area of political
violence. It is a must reading for anyone interested in this field.’ -- Ariel Merari, Tel Aviv University,
Israel

‘This book is a must read for anyone who wants to understand the complexity of the conflict and the
tensions between Hamas and other rival groups in the Middle East. The analysis is based on solid
empirical data and uses modern methodologies of field work, analyzing sacred values and statistical
evidence for exploring Hamas's use of violence. Its conclusions would be a great help to the US and its
allies in defeating radicalism, and have therefore implication for ISIS as well.’ -- MG (ret.) Isaac Ben-
Israel, Israeli Space Agency, Israel

‘An insightful study of Hamas behavior and use of violence. It fills a serious gap in our knowledge of the
group’s decision making process and the critical role played by public opinion in its calculus. Furthermore,
the book provides a greater understanding of the role of violence in Palestinian-Israeli relations since the
signing of the Oslo agreement in 1993. The special focus on the second intifada helps us better understand
the dynamics of its eruption as well as its resilience and the reasons it gradually abated. The discussion on
the Palestinian 2006 elections helps us understand how Hamas shrewdly capitalized on its intifada years to
integrate itself into the Palestinian political system. As the book traces the evolution of Hamas-Israel
relations and wars, it also provides an excellent examination of Hamas’ regional calculations during and after
the "Arab Spring," as well as its relations with its domestic counterpart, Fatah, reconciliation efforts, and its
governance record in the Gaza Strip. The book provides a good example of the predicament a militant
Islamist group faces between its responsibility to care for the population that elects it and its own
"resistance" value that the group declares to be its essence.’ -- Khalil Shikaki, Palestinian Center for Policy
and Survey Research, Palestinian Territories

‘Using multiple methods and drawing upon a diverse array of sources, including information gathered
during fieldwork in the Palestinian Territories and in Israel, this impressive volume offers, first, a
thorough account of Hamas’s evolution across a periodized history of the years between the first
intifada and the present and, second, a careful testing of hypotheses about the determinants and
consequences of politically motivated violence. Filled with valuable information and insight, the book
can be read with much profit both as rich and detailed history and as a theoretically-motivated
investigation into political violence. Essential reading for those interested in the organization,
behavior, and strategic thinking of Hamas and in generalizable insights about the use of violence by
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insurgent groups.’ -- Mark Tessler, University of Michigan, USA

'Rich Davis has taken a giant leap forward in the study of insurgent groups by analysing the
relationships between the armed group and its community support base, and the dynamics in its use of
violence. Focusing on Hamas, Davis has provided us with an impressive mixed methods study,
including interviews with insurgent and counterinsurgent leaders, an intricate examination of opinion
poll data, and a detailed plotting and contextualisation of acts of violence over time. The work will
recast thinking about violence in the Israeli-Palestinian struggle, but its approach and conclusions
have lessons for how we should research political violence more generally.' -- James Hughes, London
School of Economics, UK

'So much of the politics of the Middle East in general and Israel/Palestine in particular have long been
bedevilled by constant streams of myths and propaganda. Richard Davis in this excellent book has
dispelled many of those myths and exposed the worst of the propaganda. He has achieved it in an
impressively dispassionate, objective and well researched way. If the first victim of war is truth, so it is
the constant casualty of insurgency and civil strife. By shining bright light into frequently darkened
areas Richard Davis has performed an important service for those who seek peace in the Middle East.'
-- Michael Lothian, Chairman Global Strategy Forum and fmr. Shadow Foreign Secretary, UK

'This book contributes significantly to the social science and broader study of terrorist group
dynamics and decision-making.  It is also an important narration of Hamas’ historical evolution.  For
those interested in the history of Hamas and its connections to episodes of violence and the broader
context of conflict with Israel, this book is an indispensable source.'-- From the Foreword by The
Honorable Juan C. Zarate, former Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy National Security Advisor
for Combating Terrorism; first-ever Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorist Financing and
Financial Crimes, USA

'Rich Davis, a former White House and Homeland Security policymaker with a doctorate from the
London School of Economics, has a mission of faith: to understand radicalization by armed groups and
host populations in as scientifically sober a way as possible, so that by this knowledge we may see clearer
how to lessen the group violence that is ripping apart the Middle East and rendering peace more fragile
everywhere. His highly readable case study is carefully chosen: the relation between Hamas policies and
popular sentiment in the Israel-Palestine conflict, arguably the world’s symbolic knot. The framework of
his study is what the great German sociologist Max Weber called "The Vocation of Politics": how
political groups seek to balance the responsibilities of governance with the need to stay true to their ideals
and thus maintain legitimacy. Through careful, cutting-edge statistical analysis of 22 years of survey data
and reports on violent actions from very reliable Palestinian and Israeli sources, and from first-hand
interviews with leaders from Hamas and Israel as well with military and intelligence officers and families
of suicide bombers, Dr. Davis comes to a compelling conclusion: that Hamas – and likely other important
radical, insurgent and revolutionary groups – endure because they learn to ride the tides of popular will.
If so, then we must endeavor to understand why the people want such groups before we try to degrade or
destroy them and, in our ignorance, favor resurgence towards something worse.' -- Scott Atran, Research
Director, France’s National Center for Scientific Research & Research Professor at the University of
Michigan, USA

About the Author

Richard Davis (a former policy director at The White House) is the CEO and Managing Senior Fellow of
Artis International and a Founding Fellow of the Centre for the Resolution of Intractable Conflict in Harris
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Manchester College and the Department of Politics and International Relations at the University of Oxford.
He is also a Professor of Practice in the School of Politics and Global Studies at Arizona State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Sigmund:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Hamas, Popular Support and War in the Middle East: Insurgency in the Holy Land (Contemporary
Terrorism Studies), you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Adam Schneider:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Hamas, Popular Support and War in
the Middle East: Insurgency in the Holy Land (Contemporary Terrorism Studies) can be the respond to, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Alice Walker:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list will be Hamas, Popular Support and War in the Middle East: Insurgency in
the Holy Land (Contemporary Terrorism Studies). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Wilbert York:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
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says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Hamas, Popular Support and War in the Middle East:
Insurgency in the Holy Land (Contemporary Terrorism Studies) can make you sense more interested to read.
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