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Until 1989 it was official Communist policy in eastern Europe to absorb Gypsies
into the “ruling” working class. Since 1989, the Gypsies have become the
scapegoat of postcommunism. More Gypsies have had their houses burned and
have been killed in racist attacks in the first six postcommunist years than in all
the time since World War II. Today the Gypsies have taken the place of the Jews,
feared when poor and isolated in ghettos and hated even more than their skill as
traders has brought them unaccustomed wealth and entry to walks of life
previously forbidden to them.The Time of the Gypsies is about the refusal of one
group of Gypsies—the Rom—to abandon their way of life and accept
assimilation into the majority population. It is a story about the sources of
cultural diversity in modern industrial society and about the fear and hatred that
such social and cultural difference may give rise to. The core of the book, based
on the author's eighteen months of observation of daily life in a Gypsy
settlement, describes the cultivation, celebration, and reinvention of cultural
difference and diversity by a people deemed by their “social superiors” to be too
stupid and uncivilized to have a culture at all.The author, who is the only
journalist to have lived in a community of eastern European Gypsies and learned
their language, takes the reader on the journey of discovery that he himself made.
The answer to seemingly trivial puzzles, such as why the visiting Gypsy woman
sits on the author's hat, all become part of the explanation of how this unique
people, without a homeland but unlike any other diaspora population with no
dream of a homeland, has sustained itself.
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Until 1989 it was official Communist policy in eastern Europe to absorb Gypsies into the “ruling” working
class. Since 1989, the Gypsies have become the scapegoat of postcommunism. More Gypsies have had their
houses burned and have been killed in racist attacks in the first six postcommunist years than in all the time
since World War II. Today the Gypsies have taken the place of the Jews, feared when poor and isolated in
ghettos and hated even more than their skill as traders has brought them unaccustomed wealth and entry to
walks of life previously forbidden to them.The Time of the Gypsies is about the refusal of one group of
Gypsies—the Rom—to abandon their way of life and accept assimilation into the majority population. It is a
story about the sources of cultural diversity in modern industrial society and about the fear and hatred that
such social and cultural difference may give rise to. The core of the book, based on the author's eighteen
months of observation of daily life in a Gypsy settlement, describes the cultivation, celebration, and
reinvention of cultural difference and diversity by a people deemed by their “social superiors” to be too
stupid and uncivilized to have a culture at all.The author, who is the only journalist to have lived in a
community of eastern European Gypsies and learned their language, takes the reader on the journey of
discovery that he himself made. The answer to seemingly trivial puzzles, such as why the visiting Gypsy
woman sits on the author's hat, all become part of the explanation of how this unique people, without a
homeland but unlike any other diaspora population with no dream of a homeland, has sustained itself.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Anthropologist Stewart, a research fellow at the London School of Economics, conducted fieldwork among
the Gypsies of Harangos, Hungary, in the 1980s. Focusing primarily on the economic life of one Roma
settlement, Stewart also addresses broader questions: Why are Gypsies perceived by others as threatening?
How has their way of life survived despite relentless persecution and, in the case of the Harangos Gypsies,
Communist policies of assimilating them into the working class? He argues convincingly that the differences
between mainstream and Gypsy cultures are more the result of social and economic marginalization than of
the Gypsies' non-European origin. This theory and Stewart's interesting analyses of horse-trading, purity
beliefs, and song traditions are grounded in a lively and sympathetic documentary of Gypsy life in a small
community. Recommended for academic and large public libraries.?Judy Sierra, Eugene, Ore.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Michael Stewart received his Ph.D. from the London School of Economics and is currently a reporter with
the BBC.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Gullett:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Time
Of The Gypsies (Studies in the Ethnographic Imagination), you could tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Candy Dixon:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Time Of The
Gypsies (Studies in the Ethnographic Imagination), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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James Anderson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The The Time Of The Gypsies (Studies in the Ethnographic Imagination) provide you with a new experience
in looking at a book.

Thomas Ellis:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book The Time Of The Gypsies (Studies in the Ethnographic Imagination) we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
The Time Of The Gypsies (Studies in the Ethnographic Imagination). You can more attractive than now.
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