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A manual on household management, the Domostroi is one of the few sources on
the social history and secular life of Russia in the time of Ivan the Terrible. It
depicts a society that prized religious orthodoxy, reliance on tradition, and
absolute subordination of the individual to the family and the state. Specific
instructions tell how to arrange hay, visit monasteries, distill vodka, treat
servants, entertain clergy, cut out robes, and carry out many other daily activities.
Carolyn Johnston Pouncy here offers, with an informative introduction, the first
complete English translation.
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A manual on household management, the Domostroi is one of the few sources on the social history and
secular life of Russia in the time of Ivan the Terrible. It depicts a society that prized religious orthodoxy,
reliance on tradition, and absolute subordination of the individual to the family and the state. Specific
instructions tell how to arrange hay, visit monasteries, distill vodka, treat servants, entertain clergy, cut out
robes, and carry out many other daily activities. Carolyn Johnston Pouncy here offers, with an informative
introduction, the first complete English translation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Domostroi, which literally means 'household order,' is a 16th-century Russian guide to life for
noblemen, an exhaustive inventory of homilies, rules and recipes ranging from how to instill obedience in a
wife to instructions for making mead and storing cabbage. Students of Russian history have long valued the
Domostroi for its insights into how society was ordered in the early days of czarist rule. But even the merely
curious can revel in the domestic preoccupations and atavistic advice in this ably translated and annotated
edition .... Much of the Domostroi reads like a kind of 'Hints from Heloise'?and Abelard."?Alessandra
Stanley, New York Times Book Review

"The Domostroi is a wonderful resource for the social history of the Muscovite period that is, sadly, little
seen by any but the most serious specialist. . . . This translation goes a long way toward opening the
Domostroi to a wider audience. . . . The translation itself reads well?a difficult feat, considering the abstruse
style of the original. Throughout, Pouncy uses footnotes to educate readers with fuller information about the
history and society of Muscovy, controversies among modern historians, choices she made for the translation
and bibliographic citations for her work."?Russian Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Russian

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alysha Johnson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Domostroi: Rules for Russian
Households in the Time of Ivan the Terrible that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Domostroi: Rules for
Russian Households in the Time of Ivan the Terrible become your own personal starter.

Robert Robertson:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
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programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Domostroi: Rules for
Russian Households in the Time of Ivan the Terrible can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Jimmie Houck:

You will get this The Domostroi: Rules for Russian Households in the Time of Ivan the Terrible by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's
try to choose suitable ways for you.

Raymond Augustus:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Domostroi: Rules for Russian Households in
the Time of Ivan the Terrible to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and
go through it. Beside that the publication The Domostroi: Rules for Russian Households in the Time of Ivan
the Terrible can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of the time.
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