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During the formative period of Islam, in the first centuries after Muhammad's
death, different ideas and beliefs abounded. During this period two particular
intellectual traditions emerged, Sunnism and Shi'ism. Sunni Muslims endorsed
the historical caliphate, while Shi'i Muslims, supporters of 'Ali, cousin of the
Prophet and the fourth caliph, articulated their own distinctive doctrines. The
Sunni-Shi'i schism is often framed as a dispute over the identity of the successor
to Muhammad, whereas in reality, Sunni and Shi'i Muslims also differ on a
number of seminal theological doctrines concerning the nature of God and
legitimate political and religious authority. This book examines the development
of Shi'i Islam through the lenses of belief, narrative, and memory. This book also
covers, for the first time in English, a wide range of Shi'i communities from the
demographically predominant Twelvers to the transnational Isma'ilis to the
scholar-activist Zaydis. The portrait of Shi'ism that emerges is that of a
distinctive and vibrant community of Muslims with a remarkable capacity for
reinvention and adaptation, grounded in a unique theological interpretation of
Islam.
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During the formative period of Islam, in the first centuries after Muhammad's death, different ideas and
beliefs abounded. During this period two particular intellectual traditions emerged, Sunnism and Shi'ism.
Sunni Muslims endorsed the historical caliphate, while Shi'i Muslims, supporters of 'Ali, cousin of the
Prophet and the fourth caliph, articulated their own distinctive doctrines. The Sunni-Shi'i schism is often
framed as a dispute over the identity of the successor to Muhammad, whereas in reality, Sunni and Shi'i
Muslims also differ on a number of seminal theological doctrines concerning the nature of God and
legitimate political and religious authority. This book examines the development of Shi'i Islam through the
lenses of belief, narrative, and memory. This book also covers, for the first time in English, a wide range of
Shi'i communities from the demographically predominant Twelvers to the transnational Isma'ilis to the
scholar-activist Zaydis. The portrait of Shi'ism that emerges is that of a distinctive and vibrant community of
Muslims with a remarkable capacity for reinvention and adaptation, grounded in a unique theological
interpretation of Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Haider provides a thoroughly researched and methodologically nuanced survey of Shi'ism that fills the gap
between works that focus on the historical origins of Shi'ism and primers that attempt to summarize the
central elements of Shi'i theological beliefs and practices. This work is certain to supersede existing
introductions as the standard reference on the subject for academic courses and as a general guide for
specialists and non-specialists alike."
Tariq al-Jamil, Swarthmore College

"Students and specialists alike will welcome this authoritative introduction and survey of Shi'i history from
its seventh-century beginnings to the present. All aspects of Shi'i history are succinctly encompassed through
Haider's carefully organized and clearly written narrative and cogent analysis. Especially important is
Haider's demonstration of how Shi'i origin narratives were constructed through the lens of later ninth- to
twelfth-century theology and then remembered by subsequent generations."
G. R. Garthwaite, Dartmouth College

"A detailed but accessible study of the key aspects of the beliefs of the three main Shi'i groups of the modern
world - the Zaydis, Isma'ilis and the Twelvers - that as much highlights what unites the three branches as it
explores the theological and narrative differences between them. The author also examines the historical
development of each from the earliest days of Islam and concludes by charting developments across all three
communities into the present day. With useful tables and maps this is an excellent and most welcome
addition to the growing body of recent scholarship on the Shi'a."
Andrew J. Newman, University of Edinburgh

"Najam Haider's perceptive overview covers Islamic history from time of the Prophet until the present day,
explaining the complex histories and distinctive theologies of the three Shi'i traditions, but also showing how
they have shaped each other. Particularly valuable is the attention Haider pays to historical memory and to
Sunni-Shi'i relations, showing how Shi'i and Sunni Islam have shaped and reacted to each other and continue
to do so in the present day. Shi'i Islam is an excellent resource for students, scholars, and members of the
reading public who want to get a thorough, intelligent survey of this fascinating topic."
Devin Stewart, Emory University, Atlanta

"Deftly connect[s] Shi'a to a wide array of influences, most notably Mu`tazili thought ... Recommended."
S. P. Blackburn, Choice

About the Author
Najam Haider is Assistant Professor of Religion at Barnard College of Columbia University. His articles
have been published in many journals, including Der Islam, the Journal of Near Eastern Studies, and Islamic
Law and Society. His research interests include early Islamic history, Islamic law, and the impact of
modernity on the contemporary Muslim world. His first book, The Origins of the Sh?'a was published by
Cambridge University Press in 2011. He is currently working on a new project that focuses on early Islamic
historical writing.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carl Carrillo:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to Religion).
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any
book Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to Religion). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Rosemary Till:

Here thing why this Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to Religion) are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to Religion) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with
Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to Religion). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Shi'i Islam: An Introduction
(Introduction to Religion) in e-book can be your alternative.

Chris Wolf:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Shi'i Islam: An Introduction
(Introduction to Religion) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Bernie Watts:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to Religion) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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