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Renewing Socialism opens with an exploration of the contemporary meaning of
revolution and reform, beginning by stressing the appropriation of both terms
into the rhetoric of the political right. Panitch examines the failure to realize
socialism's revolutionary promise through an analysis of social democratic
parties and the ‘politics of compromise' they advanced and their loss of radical
vocation today. Panitch turns to an examination of the limitations of the
Communist regimes and offers an account, based on personal observations in
1990, of the demise of Communism in Russia. The failure of Radical intellectuals
in the West failed to take sufficient responsibility for the improvement of Marxist
political theory, and especially of its theory of the state in any transition to
socialism. Indeed, one of the greater ironies of the socialist experience is that the
remarkable relevance of the Manifesto for developing an agenda for the renewal
of socialism in our own time really became clear after the demise the Communist
regimes.Panitch argues the salience of class will have to be brought more
centrally back into the analysis and strategy of the left. The capacities of working
people, so stunted under capitalism, must be allowed to develop to the furthest
extent possible through their own organizations that incorporate both the
diversity and issues represented by the new social movements. The first the
challenge before any process of socialist renewal is that of getting people to think
ambitiously once again. This ambition means not abandoning Marxism, but
rather reviving what Bloch called its visionary ‘warm stream' alongside the ‘cold
stream' of political economy. It means adding a new layer to Marxist theory to
help socialists appreciate that we need to figure out how to foster the
accumulation of capacities in addition to analyzing the accumulation of capital.
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Renewing Socialism opens with an exploration of the contemporary meaning of revolution and reform,
beginning by stressing the appropriation of both terms into the rhetoric of the political right. Panitch
examines the failure to realize socialism's revolutionary promise through an analysis of social democratic
parties and the ‘politics of compromise' they advanced and their loss of radical vocation today. Panitch turns
to an examination of the limitations of the Communist regimes and offers an account, based on personal
observations in 1990, of the demise of Communism in Russia. The failure of Radical intellectuals in the
West failed to take sufficient responsibility for the improvement of Marxist political theory, and especially of
its theory of the state in any transition to socialism. Indeed, one of the greater ironies of the socialist
experience is that the remarkable relevance of the Manifesto for developing an agenda for the renewal of
socialism in our own time really became clear after the demise the Communist regimes.Panitch argues the
salience of class will have to be brought more centrally back into the analysis and strategy of the left. The
capacities of working people, so stunted under capitalism, must be allowed to develop to the furthest extent
possible through their own organizations that incorporate both the diversity and issues represented by the
new social movements. The first the challenge before any process of socialist renewal is that of getting
people to think ambitiously once again. This ambition means not abandoning Marxism, but rather reviving
what Bloch called its visionary ‘warm stream' alongside the ‘cold stream' of political economy. It means
adding a new layer to Marxist theory to help socialists appreciate that we need to figure out how to foster the
accumulation of capacities in addition to analyzing the accumulation of capital.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Leo Panitch is Distinguished Research Professor of Political Science at York University, Toronto, and a
fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. He is the co-editor of The Socialist Register , published annually in
London and New York. His books include The End of Parliamentary Socialism (Verso 1997), The Assault
on Trade Union Freedoms , Working Class Politics in Crisis , and Social Democracy and Industrial
Militancy .

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Antonucci:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Renewing Socialism:
Democracy, Strategy, and Imagination will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suited book with you?

Minerva Garrison:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for us. The book Renewing Socialism: Democracy, Strategy,
and Imagination has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book Renewing Socialism: Democracy, Strategy, and
Imagination is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book
Renewing Socialism: Democracy, Strategy, and Imagination. You never really feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Mary Fox:

This Renewing Socialism: Democracy, Strategy, and Imagination are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Renewing Socialism: Democracy, Strategy,
and Imagination can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Renewing Socialism: Democracy, Strategy, and Imagination giving
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you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Shirley Bishop:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book.
One of them is this Renewing Socialism: Democracy, Strategy, and Imagination.
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