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Ethnic conflict has been the driving force of wars all over the world, yet it
remains an enigma. What is it about ethnicity that breaks countries apart and
drives people to acts of savage violence against their lifelong neighbors? Stuart
Kaufman rejects the notion of permanent "ancient hatreds" as the answer.
Dissatisfied as well with a purely rationalist explanation, he finds the roots of
ethnic violence in myths and symbols, the stories ethnic groups tell about who
they are.

Ethnic wars, Kaufman argues, result from the politics of these myths and
symbols—appeals to flags and faded glories that aim to stir emotions rather than
to address interests. Popular hostility based on these myths impels groups to
follow extremist leaders invoking such emotion-laden ethnic symbols. If ethnic
domination becomes their goal, ethnic war is the likely result. Kaufman examines
contemporary ethnic wars in the Caucasus and southeastern Europe.

Drawing on information from a variety of sources, including visits to the regions
and dozens of personal interviews, he demonstrates that diplomacy and economic
incentives are not enough to prevent or end ethnic wars. The key to real conflict
resolution is peacebuilding—the often-overlooked effort by nongovernmental
organizations to change hostile attitudes at both the elite and the grassroots
levels.
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Ethnic conflict has been the driving force of wars all over the world, yet it remains an enigma. What is it
about ethnicity that breaks countries apart and drives people to acts of savage violence against their lifelong
neighbors? Stuart Kaufman rejects the notion of permanent "ancient hatreds" as the answer. Dissatisfied as
well with a purely rationalist explanation, he finds the roots of ethnic violence in myths and symbols, the
stories ethnic groups tell about who they are.

Ethnic wars, Kaufman argues, result from the politics of these myths and symbols—appeals to flags and
faded glories that aim to stir emotions rather than to address interests. Popular hostility based on these myths
impels groups to follow extremist leaders invoking such emotion-laden ethnic symbols. If ethnic domination
becomes their goal, ethnic war is the likely result. Kaufman examines contemporary ethnic wars in the
Caucasus and southeastern Europe.

Drawing on information from a variety of sources, including visits to the regions and dozens of personal
interviews, he demonstrates that diplomacy and economic incentives are not enough to prevent or end ethnic
wars. The key to real conflict resolution is peacebuilding—the often-overlooked effort by nongovernmental
organizations to change hostile attitudes at both the elite and the grassroots levels.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Convincing in arguing that ethnic violence is not the result of 'ancient hatreds,' and that contemporary
politics and the struggle for power among individuals and elite groups largely determine who will engage in
violence and who, ultimately, will get killed."?New York Review of Books

"While providing excellent background of ethnic wars, Modern Hatreds is not simply a historical text. It
offers a modern interpretation of the many recent individual conflicts, and helps knit together the broader
themes that are relevant to them all."?National Journal

"Modern Hatreds is an excellent and timely contribution to scholarship on ethnic war. . . . Kaufman manages
to combine a thoroughly researched and detailed analysis of the case studies and the construction of a
hypothesis that may explain, to some extent, the emergence of ethnic war."?Journal of International Studies

"This detailed work on the history of hatred provides a thoughtful perspective of events and motivations that
should fascinate any serious reader."?Political Science Quarterly

"In Modern Hatreds, Stuart Kaufman provides a solid, cohesive argument in favor of paying more attention
to the myths and symbols underlying ethnic conflict. The systematic treatment of ethnic conflict across
comparable case studies distinguishes this study from most other recently published works on this topic. This
is not only a sound piece of scholarship, but also an accessibly written book that should be read in and
beyond academe."?Robert J. Kaiser, University of Wisconsin

About the Author

Stuart J. Kaufman is Professor of Political Science and International Relations at the University of Delaware.
He is the author of Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War (winner of the Grawemeyer Award
for Ideas Improving World Order) and Nationalist Passions, both from Cornell, and coeditor of The Balance
of Power in World History.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Martin:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of
Ethnic War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) had been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Modern
Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is not only giving you
more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Modern Hatreds:
The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Joseph Thomas:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs), you could
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a e-book.

Randy Gable:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic
Politics of Ethnic War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) or maybe others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of
Ethnic War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Johnny Relyea:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
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anyone. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just trying to find the Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) when you required it?
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