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People with disabilities in Canada experience and inhabit a system of deep
structural, economic, social, political, legal, and cultural inequality – a regime of
dis-citizenship. Despite the widespread belief that Canada is a country of liberty,
equality, and inclusion, many persons with disabilities experience social
exclusion and marginalization. They are socially constructed as second-class
citizens.

Critical Disability Theory inquires into the possibilities and parameters of a
critical theory of disability. Its essays argue that accommodating equality for the
disabled is not fundamentally a question of medicine or health, nor is it just an
issue of sensitivity or compassion. Rather, it is a question of politics, of power
and powerlessness. Conventional understandings of disability are dependent
upon assumptions that characterize disability as misfortune and by implication
privilege the “normal” over the “abnormal.” Consequently, it is presumed that
societal organization based upon able-bodied and -minded norms is inevitable
and the best we can do is show sympathy or pity. This book argues that we need
new ways to think about the nature of disability, a new understanding of
participatory citizenship that encompasses the disabled, new policies to respond
to their needs, and a new vision of their entitlements.

Twenty-four scholars from a variety of disciplines come together here to identify
the problems with traditional approaches to disability and to provide new
directions. The essays range from focused empirical and experiential studies of
different disabilities, to policy analyses, legal interrogations, and philosophical
reconsiderations. The result will be of interest to policy makers, professionals,
academics, non-governmental organizations, and grass-roots activists.
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People with disabilities in Canada experience and inhabit a system of deep structural, economic, social,
political, legal, and cultural inequality – a regime of dis-citizenship. Despite the widespread belief that
Canada is a country of liberty, equality, and inclusion, many persons with disabilities experience social
exclusion and marginalization. They are socially constructed as second-class citizens.

Critical Disability Theory inquires into the possibilities and parameters of a critical theory of disability. Its
essays argue that accommodating equality for the disabled is not fundamentally a question of medicine or
health, nor is it just an issue of sensitivity or compassion. Rather, it is a question of politics, of power and
powerlessness. Conventional understandings of disability are dependent upon assumptions that characterize
disability as misfortune and by implication privilege the “normal” over the “abnormal.” Consequently, it is
presumed that societal organization based upon able-bodied and -minded norms is inevitable and the best we
can do is show sympathy or pity. This book argues that we need new ways to think about the nature of
disability, a new understanding of participatory citizenship that encompasses the disabled, new policies to
respond to their needs, and a new vision of their entitlements.

Twenty-four scholars from a variety of disciplines come together here to identify the problems with
traditional approaches to disability and to provide new directions. The essays range from focused empirical
and experiential studies of different disabilities, to policy analyses, legal interrogations, and philosophical
reconsiderations. The result will be of interest to policy makers, professionals, academics, non-governmental
organizations, and grass-roots activists.
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Editorial Review

Review
The essays in this collection demonstrate how social values, institutional priorities, and political will have
identified current concepts of ?disability?; at the same time, these authors challenge us to re-think our
assumptions and our categories to forge a new vision of equality, one that takes account of ?who and what
gets valued, and who and what gets marginalized.? This collection is important for all Canadians who want
to understand the lived experiences of persons with disabilities, who want to make a difference in their lives -
by transforming their ?dis-citizenship? into valuable contributions to our collective life as citizens. ? Mary
Jane Mossman, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University

About the Author
Dianne Pothier and Richard Devlin are professors in the Faculty of Law at Dalhousie University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Calderon:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Critical Disability Theory: Essays
in Philosophy, Politics, Policy, and Law (Law and Society (Paperback)) will make you to become smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open
or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Lisa Vazquez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Critical Disability Theory: Essays in
Philosophy, Politics, Policy, and Law (Law and Society (Paperback)) e-book written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still question Critical Disability Theory: Essays in Philosophy, Politics, Policy, and Law (Law and
Society (Paperback)) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Thomas Garrett:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
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through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and also soon. The Critical Disability Theory: Essays in Philosophy, Politics, Policy, and Law
(Law and Society (Paperback)) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Blair Gant:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Critical Disability Theory: Essays in
Philosophy, Politics, Policy, and Law (Law and Society (Paperback)) is simple bringing you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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