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Too short to be a novel, too long to be a short story, the novella is generally
unrecognized by academics and publishers. Nonetheless, it is a form beloved and
practice by literature's greatest writers. In the ART OF THE NOVELLA series,
Melville House celebrates this renegade art form and its practitioners with titles
that are, in many instances, presented in book form for the first time.

With an attention to the details of bourgeois life considered almost scandalous at
the time, A Simple Heart will remind many why Gustave Flaubert was acclaimed
as the first great master of realism. But this heart-breaking tale of a simple
servant woman and her life-long search for love meant something else to
Flaubert. Written near the end of his life, the work was meant to be a tribute to
George Sand—who died before it was finished—and was written in answer to an
argument the two were having over the importance of realism. Although the tale
displays his virtuosic gift for telling detail, and is based on one of his actual
servants, Flaubert said it exemplified his belief that "Beauty is the object of all
my efforts." This sparkling new translation by Charlotte Mandell shows how
impeccably Flaubert achieved his goal.
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Too short to be a novel, too long to be a short story, the novella is generally unrecognized by academics and
publishers. Nonetheless, it is a form beloved and practice by literature's greatest writers. In the ART OF THE
NOVELLA series, Melville House celebrates this renegade art form and its practitioners with titles that are,
in many instances, presented in book form for the first time.

With an attention to the details of bourgeois life considered almost scandalous at the time, A Simple Heart
will remind many why Gustave Flaubert was acclaimed as the first great master of realism. But this heart-
breaking tale of a simple servant woman and her life-long search for love meant something else to Flaubert.
Written near the end of his life, the work was meant to be a tribute to George Sand—who died before it was
finished—and was written in answer to an argument the two were having over the importance of realism.
Although the tale displays his virtuosic gift for telling detail, and is based on one of his actual servants,
Flaubert said it exemplified his belief that "Beauty is the object of all my efforts." This sparkling new
translation by Charlotte Mandell shows how impeccably Flaubert achieved his goal.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Small wonders"
—Time Out London

"I wanted them all, even those I'd already read."
—Ron Rosenbaum, The New York Observer

About the Author
GUSTAVE FLAUBERT was born in 1821 in Rouen, France, the son of a surgeon. He studied law but failed
his exams and, after experiencing his first attack of what is thought to have been epilepsy—a condition he
kept secret—he devoted himself to writing. His first novel, Madame Bovary, was published in 1857. It
caused a scandal and led to Flaubert's prosecution on charges of immorality, but he was exonerated. His
meticulous and realistic writing brought him continued recognition and esteem, although his subsequent
books, such as A Sentimental Education and Salammbô, did not fare as well as Bovary, and he died in near-
poverty in 1880.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Richard:

The book A Simple Heart (The Art of the Novella) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book A Simple
Heart (The Art of the Novella)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A Simple
Heart (The Art of the Novella) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Patrick Lyon:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book A Simple Heart (The Art of the Novella)
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The publication A Simple Heart (The Art of the Novella) is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book A Simple Heart (The Art of the
Novella). You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.
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Gertrude Knudsen:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular A Simple Heart (The Art of the Novella)
is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Joseph Lafond:

Exactly why? Because this A Simple Heart (The Art of the Novella) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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