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Hunting and its imagery continued to play a significant role in archaic and
classical Greece long after hunting had ceased being a necessity for survival in
everyday life. Drawing on vase paintings, sculpture, inscriptions, and other
literary evidence, Judith Barringer reexamines the theme of the hunt and shows
how the tradition it depicts helped maintain the dominance of the ruling social
groups.

Along with athletics and battle, hunting was a defining activity of the masculine
aristocracy and was crucial to the efforts of the Athenian elite to control the
social agenda, even as their political power declined. The Hunt in Ancient Greece
examines descriptions of hunting in initiation rituals as well as the ideals of
masculinity and adulthood such rites of passage promoted. Barringer argues that
depictions of the hunt in literature and art also served as striking metaphors for
the intricacies of courtship, shedding light on sexuality and gender roles.
Through an exploration of various representations of the hunt, Barringer provides
extraordinary insight into Athenian society.
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Hunting and its imagery continued to play a significant role in archaic and classical Greece long after
hunting had ceased being a necessity for survival in everyday life. Drawing on vase paintings, sculpture,
inscriptions, and other literary evidence, Judith Barringer reexamines the theme of the hunt and shows how
the tradition it depicts helped maintain the dominance of the ruling social groups.

Along with athletics and battle, hunting was a defining activity of the masculine aristocracy and was crucial
to the efforts of the Athenian elite to control the social agenda, even as their political power declined. The
Hunt in Ancient Greece examines descriptions of hunting in initiation rituals as well as the ideals of
masculinity and adulthood such rites of passage promoted. Barringer argues that depictions of the hunt in
literature and art also served as striking metaphors for the intricacies of courtship, shedding light on sexuality
and gender roles. Through an exploration of various representations of the hunt, Barringer provides
extraordinary insight into Athenian society.
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Editorial Review

Review

Judith M. Barringer's book is an important one, precise, full of interesting details, mature, controversial in a
positive way, highly recommendable... [It] marks an étape in the study of Greek imaginary. The extensive
use of iconography is masterful.

(Charles Delattre Bryn Mawr Classical Review)

This book is well written and skillfully and persuasively argued. It assembles a wealth of literary and artistic
sources for hunting and performs an invaluable service in asking us to look and, more importantly, showing
us how to look at the social ideology behind artistic and literary imagery.

(Mary Ann Eaverly American Historical Review)

Judith Barringer's study of the hunt in Greek art is an exemplary work that sheds new light on the social
dimension of the art and some of its themes.

(Mark Stansbury-O'Donnell CAA.Reviews)

The Hunt in Ancient Greece is a mature, well-argued, and well-documented study of the theme of the hunt in
archaic and classical Greece, making excellent use of both literary and pictorial sources. The materials
collected are exhaustive, and Barringer describes and interprets them with exemplary clarity and caution.
This is an excellent contribution: learned, intelligent, informative.

(David Konstan, Brown University)

In this lucid and intelligent study, Barringer skillfully analyzes the imagery of Greek hunting and pursues its
connections with warfare, sex, and death. A fine example of the art historian's craft.

(Andrew Stewart, University of California, Berkeley)

From the Publisher
"The Hunt in Ancient Greece is a mature, well-argued, and well-documented study of the theme of the hunt
in archaic and classical Greece, making excellent use of both literary and pictorial sources. The materials
collected are exhaustive, and Barringer describes and interprets them with exemplary clarity and caution.
This is an excellent contribution: learned, intelligent, informative."—David Konstan, Brown University

"In this lucid and intelligent study, Barringer skillfully analyses the imagery of Greek hunting and pursues its
connections with warfare, sex, and death. A fine example of the art historian's craft."—Andrew Stewart,
University of California, Berkeley
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Judith M. Barringer is Professor of Greek Art and Archaeology at the University of Edinburgh.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Emmer:

The actual book The Hunt in Ancient Greece has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Maria Trussell:

This The Hunt in Ancient Greece is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Hunt in Ancient
Greece in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Kristen Wright:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The Hunt in Ancient
Greece will give you new experience in looking at a book.

David Wade:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the
top listing in your reading list is The Hunt in Ancient Greece. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can
get many advantages.
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