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Our children mean the world to us. They are so central to our hopes and dreams
that we will do almost anything to keep them healthy, happy, and safe. What
happens, then, when a child has serious problems? In Family Trouble, a
compelling portrait of upheaval in family life, sociologist Ara Francis tells the
stories of middle-class men and women whose children face significant medical,
psychological, and social challenges. 
 
Francis interviewed the mothers and fathers of children with such problems as
depression, bi-polar disorder, autism, learning disabilities, drug addiction,
alcoholism, fetal alcohol syndrome, and cerebral palsy. Children’s problems, she
finds, profoundly upset the foundations of parents’ everyday lives, overturning
taken-for-granted expectations, daily routines, and personal relationships. Indeed,
these problems initiated a chain of disruption that moved through parents’ lives
in domino-like fashion, culminating in a crisis characterized by uncertainty,
loneliness, guilt, grief, and anxiety. Francis looks at how mothers and fathers
often differ in their interpretation of a child’s condition, discusses the gendered
nature of child rearing, and describes how parents struggle to find effective
treatments and to successfully navigate medical and educational bureaucracies.
But above all, Family Trouble examines how children’s problems disrupt
middle-class dreams of the “normal” family. It captures how children’s problems
“radiate” and spill over into other areas of parents’ lives, wreaking havoc even on
their identities, leading them to reevaluate deeply held assumptions about their
own sense of self and what it means to achieve the good life.  

Engagingly written, Family Trouble offers insight to professionals and solace to
parents. The book offers a clear message to anyone in the throes of family
trouble: you are in good company, and you are not as different as you might
feel...
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Our children mean the world to us. They are so central to our hopes and dreams that we will do almost
anything to keep them healthy, happy, and safe. What happens, then, when a child has serious problems? In
Family Trouble, a compelling portrait of upheaval in family life, sociologist Ara Francis tells the stories of
middle-class men and women whose children face significant medical, psychological, and social challenges. 
 
Francis interviewed the mothers and fathers of children with such problems as depression, bi-polar disorder,
autism, learning disabilities, drug addiction, alcoholism, fetal alcohol syndrome, and cerebral palsy.
Children’s problems, she finds, profoundly upset the foundations of parents’ everyday lives, overturning
taken-for-granted expectations, daily routines, and personal relationships. Indeed, these problems initiated a
chain of disruption that moved through parents’ lives in domino-like fashion, culminating in a crisis
characterized by uncertainty, loneliness, guilt, grief, and anxiety. Francis looks at how mothers and fathers
often differ in their interpretation of a child’s condition, discusses the gendered nature of child rearing, and
describes how parents struggle to find effective treatments and to successfully navigate medical and
educational bureaucracies. But above all, Family Trouble examines how children’s problems disrupt middle-
class dreams of the “normal” family. It captures how children’s problems “radiate” and spill over into other
areas of parents’ lives, wreaking havoc even on their identities, leading them to reevaluate deeply held
assumptions about their own sense of self and what it means to achieve the good life.  

Engagingly written, Family Trouble offers insight to professionals and solace to parents. The book offers a
clear message to anyone in the throes of family trouble: you are in good company, and you are not as
different as you might feel...
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Editorial Review

Review

“This smart, engaging book demonstrates the complicated nature of parenthood - a salient identity for most
adults in the United States today. Especially impressive is Francis’s ability to weave through multiple
sociological constructs and subfields, including medicalization, stigma, identity, emotion work, gender, and
disability.”
(American Journal of Sociology)

"An exquisite and magnificent piece of sociological scholarship, Family Trouble is clear, interesting, and
highly engaging. Francis’s study and analysis are rich and nuanced as she covers the many dimensions of the
phenomenon she calls 'family trouble.'"
(Eviatar Zerubavel author of Hidden in Plain Sight as well as Ancestors and Relatives)

"Family Trouble offers rich, empirically based insights into the everyday, relational and emotional processes
that mark the distinctive forms of 'concerted cultivation' pursued by contemporary middle-class American
families with 'problemed' children."
(Robert M. Emerson professor emeritus of sociology at UCLA)

About the Author

ARA FRANCIS is an assistant professor of sociology at the College of the Holy Cross, in Worcester,
Massachusetts..

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents,
Children's Problems, and the Disruption of Everyday Life. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents,
Children's Problems, and the Disruption of Everyday Life. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Daniel Grinder:

The reason? Because this Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems, and the Disruption of
Everyday Life is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have
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write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer
or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such
as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Ena Clark:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Family Trouble: Middle-Class
Parents, Children's Problems, and the Disruption of Everyday Life that give your enjoyment preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Family
Trouble: Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems, and the Disruption of Everyday Life become your
personal starter.

Victor McDowell:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems, and the
Disruption of Everyday Life was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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