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Getting adolescents to love writing is one of the most difficult tasks a teacher
faces. But for nearly twenty years, something miraculous happened in an eighth-
grade classroom on Long Island: not only did adolescents learn to love to write,
they also learned how to write effectively and eloquently in a wide range of
genres for multiple audiences.

In Writing for Real,Ross Burkhardt offers a wealth of writing strategies--
collected over his career as a classroom teacher and key figure in middle level
education--that give kids real reasons to write. By keeping the strategies
grounded in the real world and in students' interests, kids become more engaged
than they would from canned exercises. Teacher/student dialogues introduce
concepts in an authentic setting. The strategies are also designed to be
developmentally appropriate for young adolescents. Throughout the book,
examples of student writing represent a range of developmental levels and a
variety of forms, such as free-verse poetry, interior monologues, and personal
essays.

Readers can regard this book as a toolbox, using strategies as they need them.
The 'In a NutshelL' sections at the beginning of chapters provide teachers with a
blueprint for trying out these strategies in their own classroom. Or the book can
be used as a guide for a complete school year curriculum for teaching writing.
Readers will learn how to:

lay the groundwork for a writing community on the first day of school;●

motivate kids to write;●

get kids to care about the conventions of English, including grammar and●

mechanics;
help kids master specific forms from traditional genres and modes of writing to●

new forms of expression;
effectively model 'the teacher as writer';●

successfully organize writing groups;●

deepen student response to writing;●

use classroom publication to promote good writing;●

connect writing to life through journals;●

compose 'occasional writing' to celebrate individuals and events.●
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Combining a deep passion for both teaching writing and educating adolescents,
Writing for Real offers readers a window into a master teacher's classroom.
Whether you work with struggling writers or kids who already love to write,
these strategies will engage your students in meaningful tasks that teach them the
thrill and power of good, effective, purposeful writing.
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Getting adolescents to love writing is one of the most difficult tasks a teacher faces. But for nearly twenty
years, something miraculous happened in an eighth-grade classroom on Long Island: not only did
adolescents learn to love to write, they also learned how to write effectively and eloquently in a wide range
of genres for multiple audiences.

In Writing for Real,Ross Burkhardt offers a wealth of writing strategies--collected over his career as a
classroom teacher and key figure in middle level education--that give kids real reasons to write. By keeping
the strategies grounded in the real world and in students' interests, kids become more engaged than they
would from canned exercises. Teacher/student dialogues introduce concepts in an authentic setting. The
strategies are also designed to be developmentally appropriate for young adolescents. Throughout the book,
examples of student writing represent a range of developmental levels and a variety of forms, such as free-
verse poetry, interior monologues, and personal essays.

Readers can regard this book as a toolbox, using strategies as they need them. The 'In a NutshelL' sections at
the beginning of chapters provide teachers with a blueprint for trying out these strategies in their own
classroom. Or the book can be used as a guide for a complete school year curriculum for teaching writing.
Readers will learn how to:

lay the groundwork for a writing community on the first day of school;●

motivate kids to write;●

get kids to care about the conventions of English, including grammar and mechanics;●

help kids master specific forms from traditional genres and modes of writing to new forms of expression;●

effectively model 'the teacher as writer';●

successfully organize writing groups;●

deepen student response to writing;●

use classroom publication to promote good writing;●

connect writing to life through journals;●

compose 'occasional writing' to celebrate individuals and events.●

Combining a deep passion for both teaching writing and educating adolescents, Writing for Real offers
readers a window into a master teacher's classroom. Whether you work with struggling writers or kids who
already love to write, these strategies will engage your students in meaningful tasks that teach them the thrill
and power of good, effective, purposeful writing.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Ross Burkhardt earned his bachelor's degree from Dartmouth College and his Master of Science in
Education degree from the University of Pennsylvania. His areas of specialty are middle-level education,
teaching writing, poetry, and teaming

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Jackson:

The book untitled Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Writing for Real: Strategies for
Engaging Adolescent Writers from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Richard Martinez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get just before. The Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Carrie Wilson:

Beside this particular Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that?
Find this book and also read it from currently!
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Agatha Roughton:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers can
make you experience more interested to read.
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