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Poets, academics, and those who simply speak a language are subject to
mysterious intuitions about the perceptual qualities and emotional symbolism of
the sounds of speech. Such intuitions are Reuven Tsur’s point of departure in this
investigation into the expressive effect of sound patterns, addressing questions of
great concern for literary theorists and critics as well as for linguists and
psychologists.
Research in recent decades has established two distinct types of aural perception:
a nonspeech mode, in which the acoustic signals are received in the manner of
musical sounds or natural noises; and a speech mode, in which acoustic signals
are excluded from awareness and only an abstract phonetic category is perceived.
Here, Tsur proposes a third type of speech perception, a poetic mode in which
some part of the acoustic signal becomes accessible, however faintly, to
consciousness.
Using Roman Jakobson’s model of childhood acquisition of the phonological
system, Tsur shows how the nonreferential babbling sounds made by infants
form a basis for aesthetic valuation of language. He tests the intersubjective and
intercultural validity of various spatial and tactile metaphors for certain sounds.
Illustrating his insights with reference to particular literary texts, Tsur considers
the relative merits of cognitive and psychoanalytic approaches to the emotional
symbolism of speech sounds.
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Poets, academics, and those who simply speak a language are subject to mysterious intuitions about the
perceptual qualities and emotional symbolism of the sounds of speech. Such intuitions are Reuven Tsur’s
point of departure in this investigation into the expressive effect of sound patterns, addressing questions of
great concern for literary theorists and critics as well as for linguists and psychologists.
Research in recent decades has established two distinct types of aural perception: a nonspeech mode, in
which the acoustic signals are received in the manner of musical sounds or natural noises; and a speech
mode, in which acoustic signals are excluded from awareness and only an abstract phonetic category is
perceived. Here, Tsur proposes a third type of speech perception, a poetic mode in which some part of the
acoustic signal becomes accessible, however faintly, to consciousness.
Using Roman Jakobson’s model of childhood acquisition of the phonological system, Tsur shows how the
nonreferential babbling sounds made by infants form a basis for aesthetic valuation of language. He tests the
intersubjective and intercultural validity of various spatial and tactile metaphors for certain sounds.
Illustrating his insights with reference to particular literary texts, Tsur considers the relative merits of
cognitive and psychoanalytic approaches to the emotional symbolism of speech sounds.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[This] study manages to bring an interdisciplinary breadth and rhetorical clarity to some of the mysteries
surrounding the emotional and perceptual coloring of poetic sound-symbolism."
--Virginia Quarterly Review

From the Back Cover
Poets, academics, and those who simply speak a language are subject to mysterious intuitions about the
perceptual qualities and emotional symbolism of the sounds of speech. Such intuitions are Reuven Tsur's
point of departure in this investigation into the expressive effect of sound patterns, addressing questions of
great concern for literary theorists and critics as well as linguists and psychologists.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book What Makes Sound Patterns Expressive?: The Poetic
Mode of Speech Perception (Sound and Meaning: The Roman Jakobson Series in Linguistics and Poetics).
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some
sort of book What Makes Sound Patterns Expressive?: The Poetic Mode of Speech Perception (Sound and
Meaning: The Roman Jakobson Series in Linguistics and Poetics). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ryan Pearson:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know which one you should start with. This What Makes Sound Patterns Expressive?: The Poetic
Mode of Speech Perception (Sound and Meaning: The Roman Jakobson Series in Linguistics and Poetics) is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Andrew Fogarty:

This What Makes Sound Patterns Expressive?: The Poetic Mode of Speech Perception (Sound and Meaning:
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The Roman Jakobson Series in Linguistics and Poetics) is great book for you because the content that is full
of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having What Makes
Sound Patterns Expressive?: The Poetic Mode of Speech Perception (Sound and Meaning: The Roman
Jakobson Series in Linguistics and Poetics) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
this?

Cheryl Saldana:

This What Makes Sound Patterns Expressive?: The Poetic Mode of Speech Perception (Sound and Meaning:
The Roman Jakobson Series in Linguistics and Poetics) is brand new way for you who has attention to look
for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this What Makes Sound Patterns Expressive?:
The Poetic Mode of Speech Perception (Sound and Meaning: The Roman Jakobson Series in Linguistics and
Poetics) can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone.
These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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