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The hereditary monarchy of the Wangchuk dynasty was established in 1907 in
the independent Himalayan state of Bhutan, thus introducing one of the world's
most recent experiments in kingship. The new order quickly replaced a theocracy
founded in the seventeenth century by the first of the "Dharma Rajas", a lineage
of reincarnating lamas known by the title of Shabdrung. The first king of the new
dynasty, Ugyen Wangchuk (1862-1926), was a charismatic figure who came to
power against a turbulent background of incessant and complex feuding. He
adopted as the unique symbol of his authority a crown surmounted by the head of
a raven. The bird represents a form of Mahakala, Bhutan's guardian deity. The
prototype of the founding monarch's Raven Crown had first been devised as a
battle helmet for his father, Jigme Namgyel (1825-81). Known as the Black
Regent, he had worn it in bloody struggles against his many rivals within the
country and against the British who tried, unsuccessfully, to subdue him. The
story of the Wangchuk dynasty's rise and triumph moves from a picture of
turmoil and chaos to one of relative peace and stability. In contrast with earlier
published ac- counts based solely on the colonial records of British India, here
the narrative is founded on the Bhutanese chronicles which offer a new
perspective and bring many new details to light. The ethnic and historical context
is outlined before recounting the turbulent career of the Black Regent, followed
by the lives and achievements of the first two kings. The book is copiously
illustrated with rare historical photographs that have come to light in private and
public collections in the United Kingdom. Most of these vivid images have never
previously been published. They provide a lively depth and focus to the
unfolding narrative.
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The hereditary monarchy of the Wangchuk dynasty was established in 1907 in the independent Himalayan
state of Bhutan, thus introducing one of the world's most recent experiments in kingship. The new order
quickly replaced a theocracy founded in the seventeenth century by the first of the "Dharma Rajas", a lineage
of reincarnating lamas known by the title of Shabdrung. The first king of the new dynasty, Ugyen Wangchuk
(1862-1926), was a charismatic figure who came to power against a turbulent background of incessant and
complex feuding. He adopted as the unique symbol of his authority a crown surmounted by the head of a
raven. The bird represents a form of Mahakala, Bhutan's guardian deity. The prototype of the founding
monarch's Raven Crown had first been devised as a battle helmet for his father, Jigme Namgyel (1825-81).
Known as the Black Regent, he had worn it in bloody struggles against his many rivals within the country
and against the British who tried, unsuccessfully, to subdue him. The story of the Wangchuk dynasty's rise
and triumph moves from a picture of turmoil and chaos to one of relative peace and stability. In contrast with
earlier published ac- counts based solely on the colonial records of British India, here the narrative is
founded on the Bhutanese chronicles which offer a new perspective and bring many new details to light. The
ethnic and historical context is outlined before recounting the turbulent career of the Black Regent, followed
by the lives and achievements of the first two kings. The book is copiously illustrated with rare historical
photographs that have come to light in private and public collections in the United Kingdom. Most of these
vivid images have never previously been published. They provide a lively depth and focus to the unfolding
narrative.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Michael Aris (1946-1999) was Research Fellow in Tibetan and Himalayan Studies at St Antony’s College,
Oxford. He had also been Visiting Professor at Harvard University and a Fellow of the Indian Institute of
Advanced Studies. In 1967-72 he lived in Bhutan and worked there as a royal tutor, government translator
and historical researcher. On returning to England he obtained a doctorate in Tibetan literature from London
University. His earlier publications include Bhutan: The Early History of a Himalayan Kingdom  (1979),
Views of Medieval Bhutan: The Diary and Drawings of Samuel Davis, 1783  (1982), Sources for the History
of Bhutan  (1986), and Hidden Treasures and Secret Lives: A Study of Pemalingpa  (1450-1521) and The
Sixth Dalai Lama (1683-1706)  (1986). Michael Aris was married to Aung San Suu Kyi, a prisoner of
conscience and winner of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize. This book was written while under house arrest with
his wife in Rangoon in 1994.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernest Villa:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan.

Juan Reynolds:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy
in Bhutan to read.

James Mendoza:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in
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Bhutan why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Pamela Bost:

The book untitled The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go
through.
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