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This sweeping work traces the idea of race for more than three centuries to show
that “race” is not a product of science but a cultural invention that has been used
variously and opportunistically since the eighteenth century. Updated throughout,
the fourth edition of this renowned text includes a compelling new chapter on the
health impacts of the racial worldview, as well as a thoroughly rewritten chapter
that explores the election of Barack Obama and its implications for the meaning
of race in America and the future of our racial ideology.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In this fourth edition, Drs. Audrey Smedley and Brian Smedley describe, in a scholarly but widely
accessible and engaging manner, the evolution of the concept of race and the way shifting views of the
meaning of race have shaped North America. The book is an essential resource for anyone interested in the
past, present, and future of race and race relations in North America.”
—John F. Dovidio, Yale University

“Race in North America is an essential text for anyone who engages ‘race' from the early modern period to
the present. …Eminently suitable for a range of learners, from undergraduates to researchers, the book is
critical to courses and writings on the ways in which race has been, and continues to be, socially constructed
in the Anglo world.”
—Laura A. Lewis, James Madison University

“This much anticipated new edition continues the global exploration of the roots of race and racism and
reveals how structural racism maintains disparities in the modern age. Followers of the epistemology of race
and racism will get a historically broader and detailed explanation of why we think about groups of people
the way we do today.”
—Janis Hutchinson, University of Houston

About the Author

Audrey Smedley is professor emerita of anthropology and African American studies at Virginia
Commonwealth University. She is the author of several books as well as the American Anthropology
Association's position paper on race.

Brian D. Smedley holds a Ph.D. in psychology from UCLA. He is vice president and director of the Health
Policy Institute of the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, a think tank in Washington, D.C.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Race in
North America: Origin and Evolution of a Worldview your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get ahead of. The Race in North America: Origin and Evolution of a Worldview giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?
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Nellie Wellborn:

Beside this Race in North America: Origin and Evolution of a Worldview in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Race in North America: Origin and Evolution of a Worldview because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this
book as well as read it from at this point!

Lawrence Fox:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Race in North America: Origin and Evolution of a Worldview
can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Race in North America: Origin
and Evolution of a Worldview.

Debbie Gray:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Race in North America: Origin and
Evolution of a Worldview to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open
a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Race in North America: Origin and Evolution of a Worldview
can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these
time.
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