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At a moment when the discipline of Canadian art history seems to be in flux and
the study of Canadian visual culture is gaining traction outside of art history
departments, the authors of Negotiations in a Vacant Lot were asked: is "Canada"
- or any other nation - still relevant as a category of inquiry? Is our country
simply one of many "vacant lots" where class, gender, race, ethnicity, and sexual
orientation interact? What happens to the project of Canadian visual history if we
imagine that Canada, as essence, place, nation, or ideal, does not exist? The
argument that culture is increasingly used as an economic and socio-political
resource resonates strongly with the popular strategies of "urban gurus" such as
Richard Florida, and increasingly with government policy. Such strategies both
contrast with, but also speak to traditions of Canadian state support for culture
that have shaped the national(ist) discipline of Canadian art history. The authors
of this collection stand at the multiple points where national culture and
globalization collide, however, suggesting that academic investigation of the
visual in Canada is contested in ways that cannot be contained by arbitrary
borders. Bringing together the work of scholars from diverse backgrounds and
illustrated with dozens of works of Canadian art, Negotiations in a Vacant Lot
unsettles the way we have used "nation" to examine art and culture and looks
ahead to a global future. Contributors include Susan Cahill (Nipissing
University), Mark A. Cheetham (University of Toronto), Peter Conlin (Academia
Sinica, Taipei), Annie Gérin (Université du Québec à Montréal), Richard
William Hill (York University), Kristy A. Holmes (Lakehead University),
Heather Igloliorte (Concordia University), Barbara Jenkins (Wilfrid Laurier
University), Alice Ming Wai Jim (Concordia University), Lynda Jessup (Queen’s
University), Erin Morton (University of New Brunswick), Kirsty Robertson
(Western University), Rob Shields (University of Alberta), Sarah E.K. Smith
(Queen’s University), Imre Szeman (University of Alberta), and Jennifer
VanderBurgh (Saint Mary’s University).
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At a moment when the discipline of Canadian art history seems to be in flux and the study of Canadian
visual culture is gaining traction outside of art history departments, the authors of Negotiations in a Vacant
Lot were asked: is "Canada" - or any other nation - still relevant as a category of inquiry? Is our country
simply one of many "vacant lots" where class, gender, race, ethnicity, and sexual orientation interact? What
happens to the project of Canadian visual history if we imagine that Canada, as essence, place, nation, or
ideal, does not exist? The argument that culture is increasingly used as an economic and socio-political
resource resonates strongly with the popular strategies of "urban gurus" such as Richard Florida, and
increasingly with government policy. Such strategies both contrast with, but also speak to traditions of
Canadian state support for culture that have shaped the national(ist) discipline of Canadian art history. The
authors of this collection stand at the multiple points where national culture and globalization collide,
however, suggesting that academic investigation of the visual in Canada is contested in ways that cannot be
contained by arbitrary borders. Bringing together the work of scholars from diverse backgrounds and
illustrated with dozens of works of Canadian art, Negotiations in a Vacant Lot unsettles the way we have
used "nation" to examine art and culture and looks ahead to a global future. Contributors include Susan
Cahill (Nipissing University), Mark A. Cheetham (University of Toronto), Peter Conlin (Academia Sinica,
Taipei), Annie Gérin (Université du Québec à Montréal), Richard William Hill (York University), Kristy A.
Holmes (Lakehead University), Heather Igloliorte (Concordia University), Barbara Jenkins (Wilfrid Laurier
University), Alice Ming Wai Jim (Concordia University), Lynda Jessup (Queen’s University), Erin Morton
(University of New Brunswick), Kirsty Robertson (Western University), Rob Shields (University of
Alberta), Sarah E.K. Smith (Queen’s University), Imre Szeman (University of Alberta), and Jennifer
VanderBurgh (Saint Mary’s University).
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Editorial Review

Review

“Provocative and insightful, Negotiations in a Vacant Lot is a truly outstanding work that will provide
impetus for new directions of research in the field.” Kirk Niergarth, Department of Humanities, Mount Royal
University

“A provocative introduction to this volume suggests [the categories “art” and “Canada”] could be unsettled
by drastically re-thinking the structures of both scholarship and museums. Throughout the book, some of
Canada's most prominent art historians refle

This book changes how we should think about visual culture and art history in Canada. – John O’Brian, BC
Studies

About the Author

Lynda Jessup is director of the Cultural Studies Program at Queen's University. Erin Morton is associate
professor of history at the University of New Brunswick. Kirsty Robertson is associate professor of museum
studies and contemporary art at the University of Western Ontario.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cesar Smith:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Negotiations in a Vacant Lot:
Studying the Visual in Canada (McGill-Queen's/Beaverbrook Canadian Foundation Studies in Art History)?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Linda Mays:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
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All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Negotiations in a Vacant Lot: Studying the Visual in
Canada (McGill-Queen's/Beaverbrook Canadian Foundation Studies in Art History) as your daily resource
information.

Andy Breaux:

Beside this specific Negotiations in a Vacant Lot: Studying the Visual in Canada (McGill-
Queen's/Beaverbrook Canadian Foundation Studies in Art History) in your phone, it could give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Negotiations in a Vacant Lot: Studying the Visual in Canada (McGill-Queen's/Beaverbrook
Canadian Foundation Studies in Art History) because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen
if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Edna Kissel:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Negotiations in a Vacant Lot: Studying the Visual
in Canada (McGill-Queen's/Beaverbrook Canadian Foundation Studies in Art History) was colourful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Negotiations in a Vacant Lot: Studying the Visual in
Canada (McGill-Queen's/Beaverbrook Canadian Foundation Studies in Art History) has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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