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Hundreds of thousands of the inmates who populate the nation's jails and prison
systems today are identified as mentally ill. Many experts point to the
deinstitutionalization of mental hospitals in the 1960s, which led to more patients
living on their own, as the reason for this high rate of incarceration. But this
explanation does not justify why our society has chosen to treat these people with
punitive measures.
    In Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness, Patricia E. Erickson and Steven K.
Erickson explore how societal beliefs about free will and moral responsibility
have shaped current policies and they identify the differences among the goals,
ethos, and actions of the legal and health care systems. Drawing on high-profile
cases, the authors provide a critical analysis of topics, including legal standards
for competency, insanity versus mental illness, sex offenders, psychologically
disturbed juveniles, the injury and death rates of mentally ill prisoners due to the
inappropriate use of force, the high level of suicide, and the release of mentally
ill individuals from jails and prisons who have received little or no treatment.
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as mentally ill. Many experts point to the deinstitutionalization of mental hospitals in the 1960s, which led to
more patients living on their own, as the reason for this high rate of incarceration. But this explanation does
not justify why our society has chosen to treat these people with punitive measures.
    In Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness, Patricia E. Erickson and Steven K. Erickson explore how
societal beliefs about free will and moral responsibility have shaped current policies and they identify the
differences among the goals, ethos, and actions of the legal and health care systems. Drawing on high-profile
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Editorial Review

Review

"A provocative, challenging, and thoughtful multi-disciplinary investigation of one of the most serious social
issues we face. This is a major contribution to the literature."
(Michael Perlin New York Law School 2008-05-07)

"This book is informative and, with its reference to specific cases, more interesting than it might otherwise
be. Recommended."
(Choice 2009-07-01)

About the Author

Patricia Erickson is a professor at Canisius College, where she serves as chair of the department of
sociology, anthropology, and criminal justice. Steven Erickson is a forensic psychologist, practicing attorney,
and a Mental Illness Research, Education and Clinical Centers (MIRECC) fellow at Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the
Behavioral Sciences in Conflict (Critical Issues in Crime and Society). You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Crime,
Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral Sciences in Conflict (Critical Issues in Crime and
Society). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due
to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's go through.

William Riser:

The event that you get from Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral Sciences in
Conflict (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) is the more deep you digging the information that hide into
the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral Sciences in Conflict (Critical Issues in
Crime and Society) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that
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Carol Ratliff:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral Sciences in Conflict (Critical
Issues in Crime and Society), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Sam Nielsen:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is known as of book Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral Sciences in Conflict
(Critical Issues in Crime and Society). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book,
it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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