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“All children grow up. All except one.” That special child is Peter Pan, and since
making his debut on the stage in 1904, this eternal youth has carried boys and
girls off to magical, marvelous Neverland. It’s a trip that all kids want to make,
and with this easy-to-read version of the classic, everyone can fly “second to the
right, and straight on till morning” with Peter. Along with Wendy, John, and
Michael Darling, they’ll meet the fairy Tinkerbell, the Lost Boys, and the
menacing Captain Hook.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"All children, except one, grow up." Thus begins a great classic of children's literature that we all remember
as magical. What we tend to forget, because the tale of Peter Pan and Neverland has been so relentlessly
boiled down, hashed up, and coated in saccharine, is that J.M. Barrie's original version is also witty,
sophisticated, and delightfully odd. The Darling children, Wendy, John, and Michael, live a very proper
middle-class life in Edwardian London, but they also happen to have a Newfoundland for a nurse. The text is
full of such throwaway gems as "Mrs. Darling first heard of Peter Pan when she was tidying up her children's
minds," and is peppered with deliberately obscure vocabulary including "embonpoint," "quietus," and
"pluperfect." Lest we forget, it was written in 1904, a relatively innocent age in which a plot about abducted
children must have seemed more safely fanciful. Also, perhaps, it was an age that expected more of its
children's books, for Peter Pan has a suppleness, lightness, and intelligence that are "literary" in the best
sense. In a typical exchange with the dastardly Captain Hook, Peter Pan describes himself as "youth... joy... a
little bird that has broken out of the egg," and the author interjects: "This, of course, was nonsense; but it was
proof to the unhappy Hook that Peter did not know in the least who or what he was, which is the very
pinnacle of good form." A book for adult readers-aloud to revel in--and it just might teach young listeners to
fly. (Ages 5 and older) --Richard Farr

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-7-- A pleasure to view, read, and hold, this new edition of an old favorite deserves space in every
collection. From jacket painting, to cover (with Tinker Bell embossed in gold), to endpapers (dark maps of
Neverland), Gustafson's artwork opens doors to glimpses of old friends and to new interpretations. Fifty oil
paintings reveal expressive, changing characters. Peter Pan is dewy-cheeked, spry, wicked. Maternal Wendy
is tender, then stoic. Even Hook is at times downcast. The Indians, proud and handsome, avoid stereotype.
Masterly composition and use of light create dramatic full-page illustrations, accompanied by cameos of
ordinary objects (kite, bear, tea kettle). Compared to Hague's illustrations for Peter Pan (Holt, 1987), which
were dark and surreal, these are light and vital. Handsome bookmaking, Barrie's text, and Gustafson's
pictures combine to breathe new life into Peter Pan's old shadow. --Carolyn Noah, Central Mass. Regional
Library System, Worcester, MA
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
An unusually large, attractive, unabridged edition with dozens of full-page illustrations and smaller
vignettes. In style, Gustafson's lusty oil paintings of the pirates are akin to N. C. Wyeth's, though they have
more the flavor of compelling dramatic play than real menace. His slim, round-faced, rosy children and cozy
interiors are closer to Wyeth's gifted student, Jessie Wilcox Smith, while the ethereal yet mischievous fairy
folk recall Rackham. This is not to suggest that the result is merely derivative, in the manner of Michael
Hague; Gustafson is a talented craftsman who skillfully melds his references to past greats to create an
appropriately traditional style that has enough of a contemporary aura (especially in the characterizations) for
broad popular appeal. An endpaper map of ``The Neverland'' and meticulous renditions of intriguing details
add to the drama and fun. A perfect gift for a family that reads aloud. (Fiction. 5+) -- Copyright ©1991,
Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Kim Bartlett:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Classic Starts™: Peter
Pan (Classic Starts™ Series)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Kai Martin:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This Classic Starts™: Peter Pan (Classic Starts™ Series) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Della McDonald:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Classic Starts™: Peter Pan (Classic Starts™ Series) book is readable by
simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with Classic Starts™: Peter Pan (Classic Starts™ Series) content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Classic Starts™: Peter Pan (Classic Starts™ Series) is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Margaret Garcia:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Classic Starts™: Peter Pan (Classic Starts™ Series) we can consider more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Classic
Starts™: Peter Pan (Classic Starts™ Series). You can more attractive than now.
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