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Based on a sweeping range of archival, visual, and material evidence, Wild
Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians examines perceptions of Indians in French
colonial Louisiana and demonstrates that material culture—especially
dress—was central to the elaboration of discourses about race.

At the heart of France's seventeenth-century plans for colonizing New France
was a formal policy—Frenchification. Intended to turn Indians into Catholic
subjects of the king, it also carried with it the belief that Indians could become
French through religion, language, and culture. This fluid and mutable
conception of identity carried a risk: while Indians had the potential to become
French, the French could themselves be transformed into Indians. French
officials had effectively admitted defeat of their policy by the time Louisiana
became a province of New France in 1682. But it was here, in Upper Louisiana,
that proponents of French-Indian intermarriage finally claimed some success
with Frenchification. For supporters, proof of the policy's success lay in the
appearance and material possessions of Indian wives and daughters of
Frenchmen.

Through a sophisticated interdisciplinary approach to the material sources, Wild
Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians offers a distinctive and original reading of
the contours and chronology of racialization in early America. While focused on
Louisiana, the methodological model offered in this innovative book shows that
dress can take center stage in the investigation of colonial societies—for the
process of colonization was built on encounters mediated by appearance.
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Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians: Material Culture and Race in Colonial Louisiana (Early
American Studies) By Sophie White

Based on a sweeping range of archival, visual, and material evidence, Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified
Indians examines perceptions of Indians in French colonial Louisiana and demonstrates that material
culture—especially dress—was central to the elaboration of discourses about race.

At the heart of France's seventeenth-century plans for colonizing New France was a formal
policy—Frenchification. Intended to turn Indians into Catholic subjects of the king, it also carried with it the
belief that Indians could become French through religion, language, and culture. This fluid and mutable
conception of identity carried a risk: while Indians had the potential to become French, the French could
themselves be transformed into Indians. French officials had effectively admitted defeat of their policy by
the time Louisiana became a province of New France in 1682. But it was here, in Upper Louisiana, that
proponents of French-Indian intermarriage finally claimed some success with Frenchification. For
supporters, proof of the policy's success lay in the appearance and material possessions of Indian wives and
daughters of Frenchmen.

Through a sophisticated interdisciplinary approach to the material sources, Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified
Indians offers a distinctive and original reading of the contours and chronology of racialization in early
America. While focused on Louisiana, the methodological model offered in this innovative book shows that
dress can take center stage in the investigation of colonial societies—for the process of colonization was
built on encounters mediated by appearance.
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Editorial Review

Review

"There is much to be learned from the excellent Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians—its stories,
arguments, and interpretations but also its creative and important methodology. . . . A shining example of the
ways in which new forms of evidence, examined in talented hands, have the power to change the way we
address big historical questions."—William and Mary Quarterly

"White does an admirable job of integrating clothing into a larger discussion of identity formation in this
fluid borderland society, demonstrating clearly how understanding the use and ownership of textiles shaped
individuals views of themselves and of each other."—Textile History

"Drawing on French-language archival sources and an impressively interdisciplinary range of secondary
literature, White argues that material culture—clothing and the clothed and groomed body—are central to
understanding the complexity of the hybrid cultures of Upper and Lower Louisiana in the eighteenth century.
Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians is a wonderfully original contribution to the English-language
scholarship."—Ann M. Little, Colorado State University

"Historians dream of writing a book that will give us a new lens to make sense of the past. Sophie White has
done that with Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians. Her insistence on finding a way to look at colonial
people allows the rest of us to see them with a new clarity that reveals how much we have missed in the
contested process that made race in the Atlantic World."—Emily Clark, Tulane University

"An important book. . . White's work challenges prevailing understandings about how ideas of race took hold
and exemplifies how material objects, maybe even more so than archival sources, can tell a story that
complicates prevailing notions about the multicultural societies that comprised colonial
America."—American Historical Review

"Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians is a brilliant book. With intelligence and precision, White
examines a trove of fresh material culture evidence from the Upper Mississippi Valley and advances a new
mode of analysis that goes deep into the possible meanings of Frenchness and Indianness, ultimately
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revealing a much slower timeline than scholars have claimed for the progression of racialized categories that
foreclosed the possibility of identity transformation."—Kathleen Brown, University of Pennsylvania

About the Author
Sophie White is Associate Professor in the Department of American Studies at the University of Notre
Dame.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Dean:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important normally. The book Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians:
Material Culture and Race in Colonial Louisiana (Early American Studies) has been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The book Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians: Material Culture and Race in Colonial Louisiana
(Early American Studies) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with the book Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians: Material Culture and Race in Colonial
Louisiana (Early American Studies). You never experience lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Kenneth Williams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified
Indians: Material Culture and Race in Colonial Louisiana (Early American Studies) which is finding the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

April Robles:

This Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians: Material Culture and Race in Colonial Louisiana (Early
American Studies) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having bit of digest in reading this Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians: Material Culture and Race in
Colonial Louisiana (Early American Studies) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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Jimmy Maiden:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians:
Material Culture and Race in Colonial Louisiana (Early American Studies) can give you a lot of pals because
by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians: Material Culture and Race
in Colonial Louisiana (Early American Studies).
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