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Triple Entendre discusses the rise and spread of background music in contexts as
diverse as office workplaces, shopping malls, and musical performance. Hervé
Vanel examines background music in several guises, including Erik Satie's
"Furniture Music" of the late 1910s and early 1920s, which first demonstrated the
idea of a music not meant to be listened to, and the Muzak Corporation's
commercialized ambient music that became a predominant feature of modern life
in the 1940s. Vanel's discussion culminates in the creative response of the
composer John Cage to the pervasiveness and power of background music in
contemporary society. By examining the subterranean connections existing
between these three formulations of a singular idea, Triple Entendre analyzes and
challenges the crucial boundary that separates an artistic concept from its actual
implementation in life.
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Triple Entendre discusses the rise and spread of background music in contexts as diverse as office
workplaces, shopping malls, and musical performance. Hervé Vanel examines background music in several
guises, including Erik Satie's "Furniture Music" of the late 1910s and early 1920s, which first demonstrated
the idea of a music not meant to be listened to, and the Muzak Corporation's commercialized ambient music
that became a predominant feature of modern life in the 1940s. Vanel's discussion culminates in the creative
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Editorial Review

Review

"This wonderfully provocative book places the tradition of 'background music' or 'environmental music' such
as Muzak into a distinctly modern perspective. A sharp interdisciplinary study that makes connections
between the popular and the avant-garde."
--Tim J. Anderson, author of Making Easy Listening: Material Culture and Postwar American Recording

"If you have any interest in the relation between what is and what is not, (what is/is not music, creativity, but
much more than that), if the boundaries between theory and public practice are too rigid for you (or too fuzzy
to see) or if you don't know much about music but know what you like, then you will greatly profit from
reading this book, as your surprised and delighted reviewer did."--Leonardo Reviews
 

About the Author

Hervé Vanel teaches art history at The American University of Paris and is the editor of Francis Bacon,
Entretiens.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martha Williams:

The experience that you get from Triple Entendre: Furniture Music, Muzak, Muzak-Plus is the more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Triple Entendre: Furniture Music, Muzak, Muzak-Plus giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Triple Entendre: Furniture
Music, Muzak, Muzak-Plus instantly.

Geraldine Bagley:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is actually Triple Entendre: Furniture Music, Muzak, Muzak-Plus.
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Patricia Howard:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Triple Entendre: Furniture Music, Muzak, Muzak-Plus
can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Triple Entendre: Furniture Music,
Muzak, Muzak-Plus.

Juan Hinkson:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Triple
Entendre: Furniture Music, Muzak, Muzak-Plus can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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