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The Poetics of Fear looks at how fear is used for political purposes, focusing on
the binary logic of "this is the way things are, and there is nothing (else) you can
do about it" -a logic that underlies the realist tradition in international relations
theory. The Shield of Achilles from Homer's Iliad is used as metaphorical
analysis to look at what the politics of fear is, how it works, and how it can be
resisted. It aims to provide a human response to human security matters. The
work first shows how the Shield works to paralyze its audience. How can it be
resisted? One response is to offer a warning about the hazards of bearing the
Shield. After looking at thinkers such as Plato, Baudrillard, and Nietzsche, the
work concludes with an examination of ekphrasis as a critical tool. With a unique
and fresh perspective, The Poetics of Fear will be relevant to those interested in
security studies and critical theoretical approaches to political science.
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the way things are, and there is nothing (else) you can do about it" -a logic that underlies the realist tradition
in international relations theory. The Shield of Achilles from Homer's Iliad is used as metaphorical analysis
to look at what the politics of fear is, how it works, and how it can be resisted. It aims to provide a human
response to human security matters. The work first shows how the Shield works to paralyze its audience.
How can it be resisted? One response is to offer a warning about the hazards of bearing the Shield. After
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interested in security studies and critical theoretical approaches to political science.

The Poetics of Fear: A Human Response to Human Security By Chris Erickson Bibliography

Sales Rank: #6239072 in Books●

Brand: Brand: Bloomsbury Academic●

Published on: 2012-02-23●

Released on: 2012-02-23●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 228.60" h x .48" w x 6.00" l, .68 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

232 pages●

 Download The Poetics of Fear: A Human Response to Human Sec ...pdf

 Read Online The Poetics of Fear: A Human Response to Human S ...pdf

PDF File: The Poetics Of Fear: A Human Response To Human Security 2

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1441155562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1441155562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1441155562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1441155562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1441155562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1441155562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1441155562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1441155562


Read and Download Ebook The Poetics Of Fear: A Human Response To Human Security PDF Public Ebook Library

Download and Read Free Online The Poetics of Fear: A Human Response to Human Security By
Chris Erickson

Editorial Review

Review
"Subtlety of analysis and fearlessness in the face of complexity characterize Erickson's work: he reads
poetically, seeing not just models for thought (and hence action), but also ways in which the very texts he
reads complicate the matter. Erickson has a salutary awareness of metaphor, the reverberations of literary
context, and the imaginative attitudes encouraged by various texts and methodologies.
We rarely find in political thought such sensitivity to the deeper and more unsettling aspects of poetics, but
here Erickson rejects the oversimplifications of 'realism' and shows how the cultural allies from the past that
are enlisted on its side can themselves qualify, question, make problematic, or undermine the positions they
are enlisted to support.
This book compares favorably to the best of those that use Ancient Greek and Roman texts to think with and
think through, in company with, e.g., the psychologist Jonathan Shay's Achilles in Vietnam: Combat Trauma
and the Undoing of Character, or the legal scholar James Boyd White's Heracles' Bow: Essays in the
Rhetoric and Poetics of the Law.
In the end Erickson does come out with a clear position, but it is a position that is complex and flexible : we
are often seduced by the simplicity of Realpolitik, but we can escape its unfit logic by resisting flattening and
ham-fisted readings that use Classical texts to support political 'realism.' Erickson uses the ways in which the
Shield of Achilles in the Iliad can encourage us to think of representation and mediation, in terms of a
negotiated engagement with versions of the world. Erickson uses this as a springboard for careful
interpretations not just of passages from the Iliad, but also Sophocles, Thucydides, Plato, Machiavelli,
Nietzsche, Derrida, and Baudrillard, culminating in the use the Homeric Shield of Achilles to shape an
analysis of a pair of speeches, one by George W. Bush, one by Barack Obama.
Such intellectually fruitful use of poetics to understand politics is as impressive as it is rare." —Dr. Andrew
S. Becker, Associate Professor of Latin & Ancient Greek Languages, Literatures, & Cultures and Co-
Director, Spring Semester Liberal Arts Program, Center for European Studies & Architecture, Riva San
Vitale, Switzerland

"Subtlety of analysis and fearlessness in the face of complexity characterize Erickson’s work: he reads
poetically, seeing not just models for thought (and hence action), but also ways in which the very texts he
reads complicate the matter. Erickson has a salutary awareness of metaphor, the reverberations of literary
context, and the imaginative attitudes encouraged by various texts and methodologies.  
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About the Author
Dr. Erickson teaches political science at the University of British Columbia, Canada. His research focuses on
contemporary political thought and critical theory, as well as radicalism in international politics, and
contemporary security issues.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Rideout:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Poetics of Fear: A Human
Response to Human Security. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Laura Thompson:

The ability that you get from The Poetics of Fear: A Human Response to Human Security is a more deep you
looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but The Poetics of Fear: A Human Response to Human Security giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The Poetics of Fear: A
Human Response to Human Security instantly.

Joyce Bullock:

The Poetics of Fear: A Human Response to Human Security can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
The Poetics of Fear: A Human Response to Human Security however doesn't forget the main stage, giving
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the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Debra Yarbrough:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is identified as of book The Poetics of Fear: A Human Response to Human Security. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location
to other place.
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