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Sleator is at his sci-fi best with this quantum thriller, now available in paperback

In this gothic, sci-fi thriller from a master storyteller, Susan and her wheelchair-
bound brother, Gary, discover a mysterious maze in the vast gardens of their
isolated home. Planted by a scientist uncle who disappeared long ago, the maze
offers seemingly endless routes and choices. The teenagers discover that each
turn they take alters their world in some way. Sickly Gary sees a chance to
change his fate; Susan sees that they may both be lost forever. Sleator keeps
readers guessing right up to the shocking ending.

Praise for The Last Universe

"Sleator is a master of suspenseful science fiction and that mastery is evident
here...entirely shocking." - School Library Journal

"Science fiction fans, science nerds, and random readers alike will appreciate this
latest offering." - Voya

"Sleator has fashioned a perfect 'what if' story." - Kliatt

"Will keep readers turning the pages until the very end." - Kirkus
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-10 -Teenagers Susan and Gary live in the house that has belonged to the family for generations.
Now Gary has contracted a disease that has him confined to a wheelchair and traveling to the hospital
regularly for transfusions. Susan is unwillingly spending her summer vacation pushing her brother through
the garden and woods of their peculiar estate. Gary has been reading about quantum physics, a subject in
which Great-Uncle Arthur won an international prize many years earlier. He is also the one largely
responsible for the creation of the garden and just possibly the maze that no one has ever seen except from
one window in the house. Gary is convinced that his illness has somehow triggered a quantum event that is
responsible for the bizarre changes he and his sister are finding each day. He also seems to be getting better
after each visit to the garden and so Susan finds herself torn between her fear of it and her fear for her
brother's life. Sleator is a master of suspenseful science fiction and that mastery is evident here. The action is
slow at first, but as the garden begins to change, the pace picks up correspondingly. Ultimately Susan must
brave the maze on her own when Gary is rushed to the hospital. The twist at the end is entirely logical (if
anything about quantum can be) and entirely shocking. Well-drawn characters and a believable story will
catch and hold Sleator's fans and make new ones. Another solid entry from a deservedly popular author.-
Elaine Fort Weischedel, Milton Public Library, MA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-9. After a brief introduction to the uncertainty of quantum mechanics, the paradox of Schrodinger's cat,
and the possibility of infinite universes, Sleator launches into a story inspired by these ideas. Fourteen-year-
old Susan feels burdened by her parents' expectation that she will provide help and companionship for her
older brother, Gary, an invalid who is wheelchair-bound and becoming progressively weaker. Exploring their
large garden, they discover that entering the often-invisible maze at its center will enable them to travel to
other times and even different versions of the present reality. When Gary insists that they search for a place
where he is cured, Susan acquiesces, despite the warnings of her parents, the enigmatic gardener, and her
own good sense. The three elderly relatives introduced later in the book seem sketchy in contrast to the other,
well-drawn characters. However, the novel's strengths include a strong sense of place and atmosphere as well
as a story with steadily mounting tension and an unexpected twist at the end. Carolyn Phelan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Sleator is a master of suspenseful science fiction and that mastery is evident here" (SLJ) and "Science
fiction fans, science nerds, and random readers alike will appreciate this latest offering."-VOYA"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Manuel Rodriguez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Last Universe book is readable by means of you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding
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The Last Universe content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The Last
Universe is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Philip Kirkpatrick:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Last Universe your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become
one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The The Last Universe giving you
one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life
in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Maria Couch:

This The Last Universe is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts
accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Last Universe in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Richard Moultrie:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top listing in your reading list is usually The Last Universe. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this book
you can get many advantages.
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