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Written by the world-renowned pioneer in the field of modern sociolinguistics,
this volume examines the cognitive and cultural factors responsible for linguistic
change, tracing the life history of these developments, from triggering events to
driving forces and endpoints.

Explores the major insights obtained by combining sociolinguistics with the●

results of dialect geography on a large scale
Examines the cognitive and cultural influences responsible for linguistic change●

Demonstrates under what conditions dialects diverge from one another●

Establishes an essential distinction between transmission within the community●

and diffusion across communities
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Editorial Review

Review
"The culminating volume in Labov's magnum opus on language variation and change will assure forever his
indelible imprint on the field of linguistics. Thanks to Labov, the field should never be the same."
— Walt Wolfram, North Carolina State University

"William Labov completes his monumental study of sound change by examining the forces that drive
divergence and convergence in neighboring communities. His impeccable attention to detail is illuminated,
as always, by his sensitivity to the social, communal and personal motives that lie behind the ways in which
we talk to one another."
— J.K. Chambers, University of Toronto

"Labov's inexhaustible creative wellspring produces a fountain of insight and essential reading for all
scholars concerned with language as a dynamic social organism. This volume assembles elements of his
work into a grand mosaic: a work of science, but also a work of art."
— Gregory R. Guy, New York University

From the Back Cover
This third and final volume of the Principles of Linguistic Change set examines the cognitive and cultural
causes responsible for linguistic change, and traces the history of these developments, from triggering events
to driving forces and endpoints.

Labov draws upon the newly completed Atlas of North American English to look more deeply into questions
of linguistic change, focusing on the cognitive factors that determine the capacity of the linguistic system to
transmit information, and exploring social influences in the development of large-scale cultural patterns. The
third volume also deals with the diffusion of change across dialect boundaries, and across racial and ethnic
groups. It establishes an essential distinction between transmission within the community, which is
dependent on child language acquisition, and diffusion across communities, which is dependent on adult
learning.

This final installment in the Principles of Linguistic Change series builds upon the foundations established
by the groundbreaking first two volumes. Volume 1 investigates the internal factors that control change,
examining the regularity of sound change and reviewing the evidence for functional explanations of
linguistic change. Volume 2 follows by presenting the social factors governing linguistic change and
proposed models for the transmission and incrementation of change. Written by the pioneering researcher of
sociolinguistic inquiry, Principles of Linguistic Change is an essential resource for researchers, scholars and
students in the field.

About the Author
William Labov is Professor of Linguistics and Director of the Linguistics Laboratory, University of
Pennsylvania. His major studies include The Social Stratification of English in New York City (1966),
Sociolinguistic Patterns (1972), Language in the Inner City (1972), Principles of Linguistic Change: Internal
Factors (Wiley-Blackwell, 1994) and Principles of Linguistic Change, Volume 2: Social Factors (Wiley-
Blackwell, 2001). With S. Ash and C. Boberg, he published the Atlas of North American English in 2006.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Principles of Linguistic
Change, Cognitive and Cultural Factors (Volume III) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Mary Thomas:

The publication with title Principles of Linguistic Change, Cognitive and Cultural Factors (Volume III)
contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Joseph Ortiz:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Principles of Linguistic
Change, Cognitive and Cultural Factors (Volume III) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Principles of Linguistic Change, Cognitive
and Cultural Factors (Volume III) become your current starter.

Charles Hager:

This Principles of Linguistic Change, Cognitive and Cultural Factors (Volume III) is great reserve for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Principles of Linguistic Change, Cognitive and Cultural Factors (Volume III) in your hand like
having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in
ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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