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The popular image of the Viking as a horn-helmeted berserker plying the ocean
in a dragon-headed long boat is firmly fixed in history. Imagining Viking
"conquerors" as much more numerous, technologically superior, and somehow
inherently more warlike than their neighbors has overshadowed the cooperation
and cultural exchange which characterized much of the Viking Age. In actuality,
the Norse explorers and traders were players in a complex exchange of
technology, customs, and religious beliefs between the ancient pre-Christian
societies of northern Europe and the Christian-dominated nations surrounding the
Mediterranean.

DuBois examines Anglo-Saxon, Celtic, and Mediterranean traditions to locate
significant Nordic parallels in conceptions of supernatural beings, cults of the
dead, beliefs in ghosts, and magical practices. These beliefs were actively held
alongside Christianity for many years, and were finally incorporated into the
vernacular religious practice. The Icelandic sagas reflect this complex process in
their inclusion of both Christian and pagan details.

This work differs from previous examinations in its inclusion of the Christian
thirteenth century as part of the evolution of Nordic religions from localized
pagan cults to adherents of a larger Roman faith.

Thomas DuBois unravels for the first time the history of the Nordic religions in
the Viking Age and shows how these ancient beliefs and their oral traditions
incorporated both a myriad of local beliefs and aspects of foreign religions, most
notably Christianity.
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The popular image of the Viking as a horn-helmeted berserker plying the ocean in a dragon-headed long boat
is firmly fixed in history. Imagining Viking "conquerors" as much more numerous, technologically superior,
and somehow inherently more warlike than their neighbors has overshadowed the cooperation and cultural
exchange which characterized much of the Viking Age. In actuality, the Norse explorers and traders were
players in a complex exchange of technology, customs, and religious beliefs between the ancient pre-
Christian societies of northern Europe and the Christian-dominated nations surrounding the Mediterranean.

DuBois examines Anglo-Saxon, Celtic, and Mediterranean traditions to locate significant Nordic parallels in
conceptions of supernatural beings, cults of the dead, beliefs in ghosts, and magical practices. These beliefs
were actively held alongside Christianity for many years, and were finally incorporated into the vernacular
religious practice. The Icelandic sagas reflect this complex process in their inclusion of both Christian and
pagan details.

This work differs from previous examinations in its inclusion of the Christian thirteenth century as part of the
evolution of Nordic religions from localized pagan cults to adherents of a larger Roman faith.

Thomas DuBois unravels for the first time the history of the Nordic religions in the Viking Age and shows
how these ancient beliefs and their oral traditions incorporated both a myriad of local beliefs and aspects of
foreign religions, most notably Christianity.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a sophisticated, well-written, and convincing reconception of the nature of religious change in the
early medieval world."—Journal of Ecclesiastical History

"A seminal study of Nordic religions that future scholars will not be able to avoid."—Church History

About the Author
Thomas A. DuBois is Associate Professor in the Department of Scandinavian Studies and Comparative
Literature at the University of Wisconsin. He is the author of Finnish Folk Poetry and the Kalevala.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Nordic Religions in the Viking
Age (The Middle Ages Series). All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Melba More:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Nordic Religions in the Viking Age (The
Middle Ages Series) was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Nordic Religions in the Viking Age (The Middle
Ages Series) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the
book Nordic Religions in the Viking Age (The Middle Ages Series). You never sense lose out for everything
if you read some books.

Ward Beaver:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
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e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Nordic Religions in the Viking Age (The Middle
Ages Series) can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Nordic
Religions in the Viking Age (The Middle Ages Series).

Shirley Hinkle:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Nordic Religions in the Viking Age (The Middle Ages
Series) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Nordic Religions in the
Viking Age (The Middle Ages Series) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading which.
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