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Chinese Modern examines crucial episodes in the creation of Chinese modernity
during the turbulent twentieth century. Analyzing a rich array of literary, visual,
theatrical, and cinematic texts, Xiaobing Tang portrays the cultural
transformation of China from the early 1900s through the founding of the
People’s Republic, the installation of the socialist realist aesthetic, the collapse of
the idea of utopia in the aftermath of the Cultural Revolution, and the gradual
cannibalization of the socialist past by consumer culture at the century’s end.
Throughout, he highlights the dynamic tension between everyday life and the
heroic ideal.
Tang uncovers crucial clues to modern Chinese literary and cultural practices
through readings of Wu Jianren’s 1906 novel The Sea of Regret and works by
canonical writers Lu Xun, Ding Ling, and Ba Jin. For the midcentury, he
broadens his investigation by considering theatrical, cinematic, and visual
materials in addition to literary texts. His reading of the 1963 play The Young
Generation reveals the anxiety and terror underlying the exhilarating new
socialist life portrayed on the stage. This play, enormously influential when it
first appeared, illustrates the utopian vision of China’s lyrical age and its
underlying discontents—both of which are critical for understanding late-
twentieth-century China. Tang closes with an examination of post–Cultural
Revolution nostalgia for the passion of the lyrical age.
Throughout Chinese Modern Tang suggests a historical and imaginative affinity
between apparently separate literatures and cultures. He thus illuminates not only
Chinese modernity but also the condition of modernity as a whole, particularly in
light of the postmodern recognition that the market and commodity culture are
both angel and devil. This elegantly written volume will be invaluable to students
of China, Asian studies, literary criticism, and cultural studies, as well as to
readers who study modernity.
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Chinese Modern examines crucial episodes in the creation of Chinese modernity during the turbulent
twentieth century. Analyzing a rich array of literary, visual, theatrical, and cinematic texts, Xiaobing Tang
portrays the cultural transformation of China from the early 1900s through the founding of the People’s
Republic, the installation of the socialist realist aesthetic, the collapse of the idea of utopia in the aftermath of
the Cultural Revolution, and the gradual cannibalization of the socialist past by consumer culture at the
century’s end. Throughout, he highlights the dynamic tension between everyday life and the heroic ideal.
Tang uncovers crucial clues to modern Chinese literary and cultural practices through readings of Wu
Jianren’s 1906 novel The Sea of Regret and works by canonical writers Lu Xun, Ding Ling, and Ba Jin. For
the midcentury, he broadens his investigation by considering theatrical, cinematic, and visual materials in
addition to literary texts. His reading of the 1963 play The Young Generation reveals the anxiety and terror
underlying the exhilarating new socialist life portrayed on the stage. This play, enormously influential when
it first appeared, illustrates the utopian vision of China’s lyrical age and its underlying discontents—both of
which are critical for understanding late-twentieth-century China. Tang closes with an examination of
post–Cultural Revolution nostalgia for the passion of the lyrical age.
Throughout Chinese Modern Tang suggests a historical and imaginative affinity between apparently separate
literatures and cultures. He thus illuminates not only Chinese modernity but also the condition of modernity
as a whole, particularly in light of the postmodern recognition that the market and commodity culture are
both angel and devil. This elegantly written volume will be invaluable to students of China, Asian studies,
literary criticism, and cultural studies, as well as to readers who study modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Containing a series of penetrating analyses of landmark cultural works from the entire course of the
twentieth century, Chinese Modern represents the most comprehensive account of modern Chinese literature
that has ever been published in English. Tang also illuminates—like no one has before—the various ways in
which the looming imperative of modernity has left its image on the imagination of modern
China.”—Theodore Huters, University of California at Los Angeles

“Read Chinese Modern for a journey through China's ‘long twentieth century.’ Xiaobing Tang as guide
shows how imaginative sympathy for one's subject nourishes critical acuity.”—Norma Field, University of
Chicago

From the Publisher
“Containing a series of penetrating analyses of landmark cultural works from the entire course of the
twentieth century, Chinese Modern represents the most comprehensive account of modern Chinese literature
that has ever been published in English. Tang also illuminates—like no one has before—the various ways in
which the looming imperative of modernity has left its image on the imagination of modern
China.”—Theodore Huters, University of California at Los Angeles

“Read Chinese Modern for a journey through China's ‘long twentieth century.’ Xiaobing Tang as guide
shows how imaginative sympathy for one's subject nourishes critical acuity.”—Norma Field, University of
Chicago

From the Back Cover
"Read "Chinese Modern" for a journey through China's 'long twentieth century.' Xiaobing Tang as guide
shows how imaginative sympathy for one's subject nourishes critical acuity."--Norma Field, University of
Chicago

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the
Quotidian (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.
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Fred Dean:

The feeling that you get from Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the Quotidian (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the
Quotidian (Post-Contemporary Interventions) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this specific Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the Quotidian (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) instantly.

Chad Jones:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the Quotidian (Post-Contemporary Interventions), you can tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a reserve.

Jennifer Mitchell:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the
Quotidian (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity
to you.
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