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“How many plays make us long for grace? Water by the Spoonful by Quiara
Hudes is such a rare play; it is a yearning, funny, deeply sad and deeply lyrical
piece, a worthy companion to Hudes’s Elliot, A Soldier’s Fugue. The play infects
us with the urge to find connection within our families and communities and
remains with us long after we’ve left the theater.” –Paula Vogel, Pulitzer Prize-
winning author of How I Learned to Drive

“Hudes’s writing is controlled and graceful. Each of the play’s 15 short scenes is
perfectly balanced, the language both lyrical and lucid.” –Richard Zoglin, Time

“For a drama peopled by characters who have traveled a long way in the dark,
Water by the Spoonful gives off a shimmering, sustaining warmth. Ms. Hudes
writes with such empathy and vibrant humor about people helping one another to
face down their demons that regeneration and renewal always seem to be just
around the corner.”
–Charles Isherwood, New York Times

Winner of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, Water by the Spoonful is “a rich,
brilliant montage of American urban life that is as dazzling to watch as it is
difficult to look away from” (Associated Press).

Somewhere in Philadelphia, Elliot has returned from Iraq and is struggling to
find his place in the world. Somewhere in a chat room, recovering addicts forge
an unbreakable bond of support and love. The boundaries of family and
community are stretched across continents and cyberspace as birth families
splinter and online families collide.

Water by the Spoonful is a heartfelt and poetic meditation on lives on the brink of
redemption and self-discovery during a time of heightened uncertainty, “as
startling and innovative and human on the page as on the stage” (Junot Díaz,
Pulitzer Prize-Winning author). Hudes’s cycle of three plays began with Elliot, A
Soldier’s Fugue (Pulitzer Prize finalist) and concludes with The Happiest Song
Plays Last.

Quiara Alegría Hudes is the author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Water by the
Spoonful, the Tony Award-winning musical In the Heights and the Pulitzer Prize
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finalist Elliot, A Soldier’s Fugue. Her other works include Barrio Grrrl!, a
children’s musical; 26 Miles; Yemaya’s Belly and The Happiest Song Plays Last,
the third piece in her acclaimed trilogy. Hudes is on the board of Philadelphia
Young Playwrights, which produced her first play in the tenth grade. She now
lives in New York with her husband and children.
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“How many plays make us long for grace? Water by the Spoonful by Quiara Hudes is such a rare play; it is a
yearning, funny, deeply sad and deeply lyrical piece, a worthy companion to Hudes’s Elliot, A Soldier’s
Fugue. The play infects us with the urge to find connection within our families and communities and remains
with us long after we’ve left the theater.” –Paula Vogel, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of How I Learned to
Drive

“Hudes’s writing is controlled and graceful. Each of the play’s 15 short scenes is perfectly balanced, the
language both lyrical and lucid.” –Richard Zoglin, Time

“For a drama peopled by characters who have traveled a long way in the dark, Water by the Spoonful gives
off a shimmering, sustaining warmth. Ms. Hudes writes with such empathy and vibrant humor about people
helping one another to face down their demons that regeneration and renewal always seem to be just around
the corner.”
–Charles Isherwood, New York Times

Winner of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, Water by the Spoonful is “a rich, brilliant montage of
American urban life that is as dazzling to watch as it is difficult to look away from” (Associated Press).

Somewhere in Philadelphia, Elliot has returned from Iraq and is struggling to find his place in the world.
Somewhere in a chat room, recovering addicts forge an unbreakable bond of support and love. The
boundaries of family and community are stretched across continents and cyberspace as birth families splinter
and online families collide.

Water by the Spoonful is a heartfelt and poetic meditation on lives on the brink of redemption and self-
discovery during a time of heightened uncertainty, “as startling and innovative and human on the page as on
the stage” (Junot Díaz, Pulitzer Prize-Winning author). Hudes’s cycle of three plays began with Elliot, A
Soldier’s Fugue (Pulitzer Prize finalist) and concludes with The Happiest Song Plays Last.

Quiara Alegría Hudes is the author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Water by the Spoonful, the Tony Award-
winning musical In the Heights and the Pulitzer Prize finalist Elliot, A Soldier’s Fugue. Her other works
include Barrio Grrrl!, a children’s musical; 26 Miles; Yemaya’s Belly and The Happiest Song Plays Last, the
third piece in her acclaimed trilogy. Hudes is on the board of Philadelphia Young Playwrights, which
produced her first play in the tenth grade. She now lives in New York with her husband and children.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A beautiful, heartbreaking knockout of a play, as startling and innovative and human on the page as on the
stage.” –Junot Díaz, Pulitzer Prize-Winning author of The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao

“This is one of the best new plays I’ve seen in years. This is a very funny, warm, and yes, uplifting play with
characters that are vivid, vital, and who stay with you long after the play is over.” –Frank Rizzo, Hartford
Courant

“To Hudes' credit and our benefit, the ways in which the people within those worlds bicker, undermine and
support each other are as compelling as the inevitable intersections and intrusions between them.” –Robert
Hurwitt, San Francisco Gate

“Hudes corrals harsh voices and brutal stories into a magnificent whole that is beautiful not because it is
lovely but because it is brokenheartedly tender and true.” –Charles McNulty, LA Times

“Beautifully resounding drama... The playwright examines an array of emotional toils by splashing together
droplets of life’s bleak realities, harsh revelations, fragile successes and modest triumphs, all of which
conspire like tiny specks of contrasting colors on a canvas. A rich, brilliant montage of American urban life
that is as dazzling to watch as it is difficult to look away from.” -Peter Santilli, Associated Press

“Hudes brilliantly taps into both the family ties that bind as well as the alternative cyber universe… Her
dialogue is bright, her characters, compelling… It’s only when cyber meets the real world that anger gives
way to forgiveness and resistance becomes redemption; the heart of the play opens up and the waters flow
freely.” -Variety

About the Author

Quiara Alegría Hudes is the author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Water by the Spoonful, the Tony Award-
winning musical In the Heights and the Pulitzer Prize finalist Elliot, A Soldier’s Fugue. Her other works
include Barrio Grrrl!, a children’s musical; 26 Miles; Yemaya’s Belly and The Happiest Song Plays Last, the
third piece in her acclaimed trilogy. Hudes is on the board of Philadelphia Young Playwrights, which
produced her first play in the tenth grade. She now lives in New York with her husband and children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose York:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Water by the Spoonful. Try to face the
book Water by the Spoonful as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
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your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

William Hickman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Water by the Spoonful it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Tiffany Reyes:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Water by the Spoonful is simple bringing
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Sandra Lynn:

This Water by the Spoonful is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Water by the Spoonful can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading
a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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