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To those who travel there today, the West Indies are unspoiled paradise islands.
Yet that image conceals a turbulent and shocking history. For some two hundred
years after 1650, the West Indies were the strategic center of the Western world's
greatest power struggles as Europeans made and lost immense fortunes growing
and trading in sugar-a commodity so lucrative it became known as "white gold."
Matthew Parker vividly chronicles how the wealth of her island colonies became
the foundation and focus of England's commercial and imperial greatness,
underpinning the British economy and ultimately fueling the Industrial
Revolution. Yet with the incredible wealth came untold misery: the horror
endured by slaves, on whose backs the sugar empire was brutally built; the
rampant disease that claimed the lives of one-third of all whites within three
years of arrival in the Caribbean; the cruelty, corruption, and decadence of the
plantation culture. Broad in scope, rich in detail, The Sugar Barons freshly links
the histories of Europe, the West Indies, and North America and reveals the full
impact of the sugar revolution, the resonance of which is still felt today.
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To those who travel there today, the West Indies are unspoiled paradise islands. Yet that image conceals a
turbulent and shocking history. For some two hundred years after 1650, the West Indies were the strategic
center of the Western world's greatest power struggles as Europeans made and lost immense fortunes
growing and trading in sugar-a commodity so lucrative it became known as "white gold." Matthew Parker
vividly chronicles how the wealth of her island colonies became the foundation and focus of England's
commercial and imperial greatness, underpinning the British economy and ultimately fueling the Industrial
Revolution. Yet with the incredible wealth came untold misery: the horror endured by slaves, on whose
backs the sugar empire was brutally built; the rampant disease that claimed the lives of one-third of all
whites within three years of arrival in the Caribbean; the cruelty, corruption, and decadence of the plantation
culture. Broad in scope, rich in detail, The Sugar Barons freshly links the histories of Europe, the West
Indies, and North America and reveals the full impact of the sugar revolution, the resonance of which is still
felt today.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Gripping....A compendium of greed, horrible ingenuity, and wickedness, but also a fascinating and
thoughtful social history." - William Dalrymple, author of "The Last Mughal" and "Nine Lives" "[A]
minutely detailed portrait of one corner of Britain's constantly illuminated empire." - "Booklist "
"A rich, multifaceted account of the greed and slavery bolstering the rise of England's mercantile empire." -
"Kirkus "
"Successful both as a scholarly introduction to the topic and as an entertaining narrative, this is
recommended for readers of any kind of history." - "Library Journal"
"This is a rousing, fluently written narrative history, full of color, dash, and forceful personalities, but it's
also a subtle social portrait of plantation life and governance." - "Publishers Weekly"

"An engaging journey to a mercifully vanished world." - "The Wall Street Journal"

"A tumultuous rollercoaster of a book ... Mr. Parker tells an extraordinary, neglected and shameful story with
gusto.""--The Economist " "Gripping....A compendium of greed, horrible ingenuity, and wickedness, but also
a fascinating and thoughtful social history." - William Dalrymple, author of "The Last Mughal" and "Nine
Lives" "[A] minutely detailed portrait of one corner of Britain's constantly illuminated empire." - "Booklist "
"A rich, multifaceted account of the greed and slavery bolstering the rise of England's mercantile empire." -
"Kirkus "
"Successful both as a scholarly introduction to the topic and as an entertaining narrative, this is
recommended for readers of any kind of history." - "Library Journal"
"This is a rousing, fluently written narrative history, full of color, dash, and forceful personalities, but it's
also a subtle social portrait of plantation life and governance." - "Publishers Weekly"

About the Author
Matthew Parker was born in Central America and spent part of his childhood in the West Indies, acquiring
a lifelong fascination with the history of the region. He is the author of Panama Fever, the story of the
building of the Panama Canal, and Monte Cassino: The Hardest Fought Battle of World War II. He lives in
London. Visit his website at www.matthewparker.co.uk.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Michael:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption,
Empire, and War in the West Indies will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or appropriate book with you?

PDF File: The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, And War In The West Indies 3



Read and Download Ebook The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, And War In The West Indies PDF Public Ebook Library

Betty Sanchez:

The book The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West Indies can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing
like a book The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West Indies? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the
West Indies has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look
the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Briggs:

This The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West Indies book is not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the
West Indies without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West Indies can bring any
time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even phone. This The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West
Indies having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

John Stewart:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption,
Empire, and War in the West Indies as your daily resource information.
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