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In The Nation’s Tortured Body Brian Keith Axel explores the formation of the
Sikh diaspora and, in so doing, offers a powerful inquiry into conditions of
peoplehood, colonialism, and postcoloniality. Demonstrating a new direction for
historical anthropology, he focuses on the position of violence between 1849 and
1998 in the emergence of a transnational fight for Khalistan (an independent Sikh
state). Axel argues that, rather than the homeland creating the diaspora, it has
been the diaspora, or histories of displacement, that have created particular kinds
of places—homelands.
Based on ethnographic and archival research conducted by Axel at several sites
in India, England, and the United States, the text delineates a theoretical
trajectory for thinking about the proliferation of diaspora studies and area studies
in America and England. After discussing this trajectory in relation to the
colonial and postcolonial movement of Sikhs, Axel analyzes the production and
circulation of images of Sikhs around the world, beginning with visual
representations of Maharaja Duleep Singh, the last Sikh ruler of Punjab, who
died in 1893. He argues that imagery of particular male Sikh bodies has
situated—at different times and in different ways—points of mediation between
various populations of Sikhs around the world. Most crucially, he describes the
torture of Sikhs by Indian police between 1983 and the present and discusses the
images of tortured Sikh bodies that have been circulating on the Internet since
1996. Finally, he returns to questions of the homeland, reflecting on what the
issues discussed in The Nation's Tortured Body might mean for the ongoing fight
for Khalistan.
Specialists in anthropology, history, cultural studies, diaspora studies, and Sikh
studies will find much of interest in this important work.
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Brian Keith Axel

In The Nation’s Tortured Body Brian Keith Axel explores the formation of the Sikh diaspora and, in so
doing, offers a powerful inquiry into conditions of peoplehood, colonialism, and postcoloniality.
Demonstrating a new direction for historical anthropology, he focuses on the position of violence between
1849 and 1998 in the emergence of a transnational fight for Khalistan (an independent Sikh state). Axel
argues that, rather than the homeland creating the diaspora, it has been the diaspora, or histories of
displacement, that have created particular kinds of places—homelands.
Based on ethnographic and archival research conducted by Axel at several sites in India, England, and the
United States, the text delineates a theoretical trajectory for thinking about the proliferation of diaspora
studies and area studies in America and England. After discussing this trajectory in relation to the colonial
and postcolonial movement of Sikhs, Axel analyzes the production and circulation of images of Sikhs around
the world, beginning with visual representations of Maharaja Duleep Singh, the last Sikh ruler of Punjab,
who died in 1893. He argues that imagery of particular male Sikh bodies has situated—at different times and
in different ways—points of mediation between various populations of Sikhs around the world. Most
crucially, he describes the torture of Sikhs by Indian police between 1983 and the present and discusses the
images of tortured Sikh bodies that have been circulating on the Internet since 1996. Finally, he returns to
questions of the homeland, reflecting on what the issues discussed in The Nation's Tortured Body might
mean for the ongoing fight for Khalistan.
Specialists in anthropology, history, cultural studies, diaspora studies, and Sikh studies will find much of
interest in this important work.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Historical anthropology at its best, The Nation's Tortured Body explores the history and politics of the Sikhs
in a complex, and contested, transnational context. Axel’s book evocatively charts the ways in which the
crossing and marking of boundaries have shaped the foundational identities of a diasporic community,
providing a graphic illustration of the multiple meanings of the idea of ‘homeland’ in our contemporary
postcolonial world.”—Nicholas B. Dirks, Columbia University

“This groundbreaking study of the Sikh diasporic world is also a brilliant ethnography of violence and loss.
Tacking deftly between the politics of images and the imagination, Axel shows how the iconic social
categories produced in the colonial encounter shape the struggle over the politics of place, person and body
in contemporary India. This book will surely change the ways in which we see how colonialism, diaspora
and the politics of separatism inform the formation of modern subjects with mobile loyalties.”—Arjun
Appadurai, University of Chicago

From the Back Cover
"Historical anthropology at its best, "The Nation's Tortured Body" explores the history and politics of the
Sikhs in a complex, and contested, transnational context. Axel's book evocatively charts the ways in which
the crossing and marking of boundaries have shaped the foundational identities of a diasporic community,
providing a graphic illustration of the multiple meanings of the idea of 'homeland' in our contemporary
postcolonial world."--Nicholas B. Dirks, Columbia University

About the Author

Brian Keith Axel is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Swarthmore College. He is the editor of From
the Margins: Historical Anthropology and Its Futures, also published by Duke University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence,
Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” as your daily resource information.

PDF File: The Nation&#039;s Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, And The Formation Of A Sikh “Diaspora” 5



Read and Download Ebook The Nation&#039;s Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, And The Formation Of A Sikh “Diaspora” PDF Public Ebook Library

Shiela Steen:

The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” can be one
of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh
“Diaspora” however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial pondering.

Margaret Wynkoop:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh
“Diaspora” can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.

Jesus Allgood:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a
Sikh “Diaspora”. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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