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Perhaps once in a generation it is possible for a historian to reinterpret the long
sweep of an area and a period in our history. K. Ross Toole has chosen Montana
for this purpose, and the brilliant success of his achievement must be apparent to
all who read these pages.

He has consciously avoided a systematic presentation of the history of this
"uncommon land," Instead, he has chosen to put the great and many of the
smaller but significant episodes of a century and a half into new perspective. The
record, in its colorful and romantic aspects, stretches from the days of Lewis and
Clark; and in its more recent aspects, from the subjugation of the Indian to the
predominance of big mining and timber enterprises. The resulting portrait is
sharply drawn by a man who knows not only how to interpret the remote and
recent past but how to write with great effect.

Montana is best remembered by most Americans as the state in which the Indian
played his last dramatic role with the annihilation of General George Armstrong
Custer. But it was also the area in which the fur trade had its roots; where the
sheepherders and the cattlemen vied with each other for the right to graze the
land; where the "honyockers" tried-and often failed to master the land and the
seasons; where copper interests have played a powerful role in politics and in the
lives of the people; and where, only recently, the oil industry has followed the
boom-and-bust cycle so well known in the state.

This story of Montana points up particularly the position which is and has been
occupied by the state in relation to the nation as a whole. 
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Perhaps once in a generation it is possible for a historian to reinterpret the long sweep of an area and a period
in our history. K. Ross Toole has chosen Montana for this purpose, and the brilliant success of his
achievement must be apparent to all who read these pages.

He has consciously avoided a systematic presentation of the history of this "uncommon land," Instead, he has
chosen to put the great and many of the smaller but significant episodes of a century and a half into new
perspective. The record, in its colorful and romantic aspects, stretches from the days of Lewis and Clark; and
in its more recent aspects, from the subjugation of the Indian to the predominance of big mining and timber
enterprises. The resulting portrait is sharply drawn by a man who knows not only how to interpret the remote
and recent past but how to write with great effect.

Montana is best remembered by most Americans as the state in which the Indian played his last dramatic role
with the annihilation of General George Armstrong Custer. But it was also the area in which the fur trade had
its roots; where the sheepherders and the cattlemen vied with each other for the right to graze the land; where
the "honyockers" tried-and often failed to master the land and the seasons; where copper interests have
played a powerful role in politics and in the lives of the people; and where, only recently, the oil industry has
followed the boom-and-bust cycle so well known in the state.

This story of Montana points up particularly the position which is and has been occupied by the state in
relation to the nation as a whole. 
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Editorial Review

About the Author

K. Ross Toole is the editor with Merrill G. Burlingame of History of Montana and with J. W. Smurr of
Essays on the History of Montana and the Northwest. A native of Montana, he has received degrees from the
universities of Montana and California, from the latter of which he received his Ph. D. He is director of the
Museum of the City of New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Solis:

Montana: An Uncommon Land can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Montana: An Uncommon Land
however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial pondering.

James Rutledge:

This Montana: An Uncommon Land is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information
for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Montana: An Uncommon Land in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Robert Journey:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Montana: An Uncommon Land this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition
of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he
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makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Calvin Copher:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Montana: An Uncommon Land can be
the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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