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The Romans depicted the civil law as a body of rules crafted through communal
deliberation for the purpose of self-government. Yet, as Clifford Ando
demonstrates in Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition, the civil
law was also an instrument of empire: many of its most characteristic features
developed in response to the challenges posed when the legal system of Rome
was deployed to embrace, incorporate, and govern people and cultures far afield.

Ando studies the processes through which lawyers at Rome grappled with the
legal pluralism resulting from imperial conquests. He focuses primarily on the
tools—most prominently analogy and fiction—used to extend the system and
enable it to regulate the lives of persons far from the minds of the original
legislators, and he traces the central place that philosophy of language came to
occupy in Roman legal thought.

In the second part of the book Ando examines the relationship between civil,
public, and international law. Despite the prominence accorded public and
international law in legal theory, it was civil law that provided conceptual
resources to those other fields in the Roman tradition. Ultimately it was the civil
law's implication in systems of domination outside its own narrow sphere that
opened the door to its own subversion. When political turmoil at Rome upended
the institutions of political and legislative authority and effectively ended Roman
democracy, the concepts and language that the civil law supplied to the project of
Republican empire saw their meanings transformed. As a result, forms of
domination once exercised by Romans over others were inscribed in the
workings of law at Rome, henceforth to be exercised by the Romans over
themselves.
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The Romans depicted the civil law as a body of rules crafted through communal deliberation for the purpose
of self-government. Yet, as Clifford Ando demonstrates in Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman
Tradition, the civil law was also an instrument of empire: many of its most characteristic features developed
in response to the challenges posed when the legal system of Rome was deployed to embrace, incorporate,
and govern people and cultures far afield.

Ando studies the processes through which lawyers at Rome grappled with the legal pluralism resulting from
imperial conquests. He focuses primarily on the tools—most prominently analogy and fiction—used to
extend the system and enable it to regulate the lives of persons far from the minds of the original legislators,
and he traces the central place that philosophy of language came to occupy in Roman legal thought.

In the second part of the book Ando examines the relationship between civil, public, and international law.
Despite the prominence accorded public and international law in legal theory, it was civil law that provided
conceptual resources to those other fields in the Roman tradition. Ultimately it was the civil law's implication
in systems of domination outside its own narrow sphere that opened the door to its own subversion. When
political turmoil at Rome upended the institutions of political and legislative authority and effectively ended
Roman democracy, the concepts and language that the civil law supplied to the project of Republican empire
saw their meanings transformed. As a result, forms of domination once exercised by Romans over others
were inscribed in the workings of law at Rome, henceforth to be exercised by the Romans over themselves.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A set of stimulating thought-pieces on five distinct but connected preoccupations concerning ancient civil
and international law, legal culture, and later readings of the Roman legal tradition. . . . As an attempt to
break free of the conventional parameters of discourse on law in antiquity, the book has much to recommend
it."—American Historical Review

About the Author
Clifford Ando is Professor of Classics, History, and Law at the University of Chicago and Research Fellow
in the Department of Classics and World Languages at the University of South Africa. He is author of
Imperial Ideology and Provincial Loyalty in the Roman Empire and The Matter of the Gods.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Law, Language,
and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Judy Washburn:

The knowledge that you get from Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After) is
a more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Law, Language, and Empire in the
Roman Tradition (Empire and After) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After)
instantly.

Jesica Simon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like

PDF File: Law, Language, And Empire In The Roman Tradition (Empire And After) 5



Read and Download Ebook Law, Language, And Empire In The Roman Tradition (Empire And After) PDF Public Ebook Library

comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Law, Language, and Empire in
the Roman Tradition (Empire and After) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Law, Language, and Empire in the
Roman Tradition (Empire and After) become your personal starter.

Frances McKay:

This Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After) is completely new way for you
who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Law,
Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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