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Dub Sub Confidential by John Leonard: a GAA memoir like no other.

WINNER OF THE SETANTA SPORTS IRISH SPORTS BOOK OF THE
YEAR AWARD.

John Leonard was a gifted Gaelic football goalkeeper who had the misfortune to
reach his prime at the same time, and in the same county, as one of the all-time
greats: Stephen Cluxton. Unless something happened to Clucko, Leonard was
always going to be number 2. Of course, it didn't help that he had a problem with
drink and drugs ...

Dub Sub Confidential is John Leonard's vivid, witty and searingly honest account
of his life in and out of sport. He was both a committed Dub and a sceptical
observer of the goings on in the dressing-room and on the training pitch. He
writes about the players and the mentors, and about the oddity of being part of
the GAA's biggest circus while never expecting to get on the pitch. And he writes
brilliantly about the demons that led him to addiction, his efforts for many years
to party hard and train hard, and his eventual breakthrough to sobriety.

Dub Sub Confidential is a GAA memoir like no other yet published - a book
about how Gaelic games collide with real life. It is also a brilliant read from a
remarkable personality.

'Four decades after Eamon Dunphy published Only a Game?, his seminal book
on football, John Leonard has produced the Gaelic football equivalent - only
it's better' Sunday Times Sports Books of the Year

'Reads like Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas ... a great read' Ray D'Arcy, RTE
Radio 1

'As fascinating as its insights into the Dublin dressing room and the big
matchdays are, to reduce Dub Sub Confidential to being just a sports or GAA
book is to do it an injustice; it is an astonishing, exceptional, visceral account of
a confused young man' Irish Examiner

'Engaging, honest, sad and frightening in places - ultimately raw and real.
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Couldn't put it down' Ryle Nugent, RTÉ

'The overall feeling of Leonard's sporting life is of a high-wire act. He somehow
managed to have a part-time romance with Dublin football while full-bloodedly
chasing whatever and whoever was on offer in Dublin after dark ... There is an
antic and often jubilant energy to Leonard's writing' Keith Duggan, Irish Times

'Remarkable ... a stark and searingly honest memoir' the42.ie

'Students of Gaelic football will be intrigued by his account of the rivalry with
Cluxton, arguably the most important player of modern times' Sunday Times
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'The overall feeling of Leonard's sporting life is of a high-wire act. He somehow managed to have a part-time
romance with Dublin football while full-bloodedly chasing whatever and whoever was on offer in Dublin
after dark ... There is an antic and often jubilant energy to Leonard's writing' Keith Duggan, Irish Times
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Editorial Review

Review

"Four decades after Eamon Dunphy published Only a Game?, his seminal book on football, John Leonard
has produced the Gaelic football equivalent—only it's better . . . This strikingly blunt and honest portrait of
the bizarre goings-on in the GAA world includes astute observations not just on modern sport but also
modern life." —Sunday Times, Sports Books of the Year
"Outstanding. Can't recommend it highly enough. Instant classic." —Joe Molloy
"Compelling and ground-breaking." —Evening Echo

"As fascinating as its insights into the Dublin dressing room and the big matchdays are, to reduce Dub Sub
Confidential to being just a sports or GAA book is to do it an injustice; it is an astonishing, exceptional,
visceral account of a confused young man." —Kieran Shannon, Irish Examiner

"Reads like Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas . . . a great read." —RTE Radio 1

"The overall feeling of Leonard's sporting life is of a high-wire act. He somehow managed to have a part-
time romance with Dublin football while full-bloodedly chasing whatever and whoever was on offer in
Dublin after dark . . . There is an antic and often jubilant energy to Leonard's writing." —Irish Times

"Remarkable . . . a stark and searingly honest memoir." —the42.ie

"Students of Gaelic football will be intrigued by his account of the rivalry with Cluxton, arguably the most
important player of modern times." —Sunday Times

"A great read. Honest and really well written." —Conor McKeon

"A fine read." —Damian Lawlor

"John Leonard's brutally honest account of a road less travelled and his time as understudy to iconic Dubs
keeper Stephen Cluxton transcends sport." —Irish Independent

"Engaging, honest, sad and frightening in places - ultimately raw and real. Couldn't put it down." —Ryle
Nugent, RTÉ

About the Author
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John Leonard won a Dublin club championship with St Sylvester's in 1996 and represented Dublin at
minor, under-21, junior, and senior level. He now spends much of his time traveling the world filming
documentaries of people who make a difference in their communities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maribel Davenport:

The book Dub Sub Confidential: A Goalkeeper's Life with – and without – the Dubs can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Dub Sub Confidential: A Goalkeeper's Life with – and without – the Dubs? Several of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Dub Sub Confidential: A Goalkeeper's Life with – and without –
the Dubs has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Donna Hubbard:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Dub Sub Confidential: A Goalkeeper's Life with – and without – the Dubs
book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer connected with Dub Sub Confidential: A Goalkeeper's Life with – and without – the Dubs content
conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Dub Sub Confidential: A Goalkeeper's
Life with – and without – the Dubs is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

India Oakley:

This book untitled Dub Sub Confidential: A Goalkeeper's Life with – and without – the Dubs to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Lena Robertson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Dub Sub Confidential: A Goalkeeper's Life with – and without –
the Dubs why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you
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actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.
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