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Shows how ancient Near Eastern attitudes toward death illumine the Hebrew
Bible

Death is one of the major themes of First Isaiah, although it has not  generally
been recognized as such. In this work Christopher Hays offers fresh
interpretations of more than a dozen passages in Isaiah 5-38 in light of  ancient
beliefs about death. What  especially distinguishes Hays's study is its holistic
approach, as he brilliantly synthesizes both literary and archaeological evidence,
resulting in new insights.

Hays first  summarizes what is known about death in the ancient Near East
during the Second Iron Age, covering beliefs and practices in Mesopotamia,
Egypt, Syria-Palestine, and Judah/Israel. He then shows how select passages in
the first part of Isaiah employ the rhetorical imagery of death that was part of
their cultural context; further, he identifies ways in which these texts break new
creative ground.
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Editorial Review

Review
Near East Archaeological Society Bulletin
"Anyone interested in biblical studies, especially First Isaiah, or ancient Near eastern culture will benefit
from this helpful synthesis of archaeology and texts related to death."

Religious Studies Review
"Comprehensive, up to date, and detailed, the volume should be consulted by all those interested in religious
and cultural practices related to death in the ancient Near East, as well as prophetic rhetoric and its
relationship to the book of Isaiah."

Bernd U. Schipper
— Humboldt University of Berlin, Germany 
"A masterful and fascinating overview of death in Mesopotamia, Egypt, Ugarit, and Judah. . . . Christopher
Hays offers a thorough discussion of ancient Near Eastern conceptions and imagery of the underworld and
its deities, the afterlife, burials, and mourning. Students as well as scholars will benefit from the rich
synthesis that this work provides."

Kara Cooney
— University of California, Los Angeles
"Hays's holistic perspective and readable prose effectively move biblical scholarship out of safe territorial
boxes and into the real world of hybridization and cross-pollination. This book belongs on the bookshelf of
any contextualizing scholar."

Matthew J. Suriano
— (from the foreword)
Meyerhoff Center for Jewish Studies, University of Maryland
"The appearance of this accessible and affordable volume is a welcome event in biblical studies and an
important advancement in the ongoing work on death in the ancient
world."

 

About the Author

Christopher B. Hays is D. Wilson Moore Associate Professor of Ancient Near Eastern Studies at Fuller
Theological Seminary. He is also the author of Hidden Riches: A Sourcebook for the Comparative Study of
the Hebrew Bible and Ancient Near East.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:
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has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Sally Watts:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Covenant with Death: Death in the Iron
Age II and Its Rhetorical Uses in Proto-Isaiah which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.

Josephine Lowe:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this A Covenant with Death: Death in the Iron Age II and Its Rhetorical Uses in Proto-
Isaiah can make you sense more interested to read.

Gary Johnson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the A
Covenant with Death: Death in the Iron Age II and Its Rhetorical Uses in Proto-Isaiah when you desired it?
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