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For twenty-six years, civil war tore Sri Lanka apart. Despite numerous peace
talks, cease-fires, and external military and diplomatic pressure, war raged on
between the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and the Sinhala-
dominated Sri Lankan government. Then, in 2009, the Sri Lankan military
defeated the insurgents. The win was unequivocal, but the terms of victory were
not. The first successful counterinsurgency campaign of the twenty-first century
left the world with many questions. How did Sri Lanka ultimately win this
seemingly intractable war? Will other nations facing insurgencies be able to
adopt Sri Lanka's methods without encountering accusations of human rights
violations?

Ahmed S. Hashim—who teaches national security strategy and helped craft the
U.S. counterinsurgency campaign in Iraq—investigates those questions in the
first book to analyze the final stage of the Sri Lankan civil war. When
Counterinsurgency Wins traces the development of the counterinsurgency
campaign in Sri Lanka from the early stages of the war to the later adaptations of
the Sri Lankan government, leading up to the final campaign. The campaign
itself is analyzed in terms of military strategy but is also given political and
historical context—critical to comprehending the conditions that give rise to
insurgent violence.

The tactics of the Tamil Tigers have been emulated by militant groups in
Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Somalia. Whether or not the Sri Lankan
counterinsurgency campaign can or should be emulated in kind, the
comprehensive, insightful coverage of When Counterinsurgency Wins holds vital
lessons for strategists and students of security and defense.
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For twenty-six years, civil war tore Sri Lanka apart. Despite numerous peace talks, cease-fires, and external
military and diplomatic pressure, war raged on between the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and
the Sinhala-dominated Sri Lankan government. Then, in 2009, the Sri Lankan military defeated the
insurgents. The win was unequivocal, but the terms of victory were not. The first successful
counterinsurgency campaign of the twenty-first century left the world with many questions. How did Sri
Lanka ultimately win this seemingly intractable war? Will other nations facing insurgencies be able to adopt
Sri Lanka's methods without encountering accusations of human rights violations?

Ahmed S. Hashim—who teaches national security strategy and helped craft the U.S. counterinsurgency
campaign in Iraq—investigates those questions in the first book to analyze the final stage of the Sri Lankan
civil war. When Counterinsurgency Wins traces the development of the counterinsurgency campaign in Sri
Lanka from the early stages of the war to the later adaptations of the Sri Lankan government, leading up to
the final campaign. The campaign itself is analyzed in terms of military strategy but is also given political
and historical context—critical to comprehending the conditions that give rise to insurgent violence.

The tactics of the Tamil Tigers have been emulated by militant groups in Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, and
Somalia. Whether or not the Sri Lankan counterinsurgency campaign can or should be emulated in kind, the
comprehensive, insightful coverage of When Counterinsurgency Wins holds vital lessons for strategists and
students of security and defense.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An in-depth, timely, and nuanced study of the campaign conducted by the Tamil Tigers and the Sri Lankan
authorities. This hugely important book offers insights into the nature of counterinsurgency campaigns and
provides a contemporary check-and-balance with the emergent COIN doctrine practiced in
Afghanistan."—Dave Sloggett, University of Reading

About the Author
Ahmed S. Hashim is Associate Professor in Security Studies at the Rajaratnam School of International
Studies at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore. He is also author of several books, including
Insurgency and Counter-Insurgency in Iraq.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Fleming:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific When Counterinsurgency Wins:
Sri Lanka's Defeat of the Tamil Tigers to read.

Margaret Boyer:

This When Counterinsurgency Wins: Sri Lanka's Defeat of the Tamil Tigers is great guide for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having When Counterinsurgency Wins: Sri Lanka's Defeat of the Tamil Tigers in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten
or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt in which?
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Julio Keith:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is When Counterinsurgency Wins: Sri Lanka's Defeat of the Tamil Tigers this e-book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Lashunda McCloud:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to
as of book When Counterinsurgency Wins: Sri Lanka's Defeat of the Tamil Tigers. Contain your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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