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In Teaching History for the Common Good, Barton and Levstik present a clear
overview of competing ideas among educators, historians, politicians, and the
public about the nature and purpose of teaching history, and they evaluate these
debates in light of current research on students' historical thinking. In many
cases, disagreements about what should be taught to the nation's children and
how it should be presented reflect fundamental differences that will not easily be
resolved. A central premise of this book, though, is that systematic theory and
research can play an important role in such debates by providing evidence of how
students think, how their ideas interact with the information they encounter both
in school and out, and how these ideas differ across contexts. Such evidence is
needed as an alternative to the untested assumptions that plague so many
discussions of history education.

The authors review research on students' historical thinking and set it in the
theoretical context of mediated action--an approach that calls attention to the
concrete actions that people undertake, the human agents responsible for such
actions, the cultural tools that aid and constrain them, their purposes, and their
social contexts. They explain how this theory allows educators to address the
breadth of practices, settings, purposes, and tools that influence students'
developing understanding of the past, as well as how it provides an alternative to
the academic discipline of history as a way of making decisions about teaching
and learning the subject in schools.

Beyond simply describing the factors that influence students' thinking, Barton
and Levstik evaluate their implications for historical understanding and civic
engagement. They base these evaluations not on the disciplinary study of history,
but on the purpose of social education--preparing students for participation in a
pluralist democracy. Their ultimate concern is how history can help citizens
engage in collaboration toward the common good.

In Teaching History for the Common Good, Barton and Levstik:
*discuss the contribution of theory and research, explain the theory of mediated
action and how it guides their analysis, and describe research on children's (and
adults') knowledge of and interest in history;
*lay out a vision of pluralist, participatory democracy and its relationship to the
humanistic study of history as a basis for evaluating the perspectives on the past
that influence students' learning;
*explore four principal "stances" toward history (identification, analysis, moral
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response, and exhibition), review research on the extent to which children and
adolescents understand and accept each of these, and examine how the stances
might contribute to--or detract from--participation in a pluralist democracy;
*address six of the principal "tools" of history (narrative structure, stories of
individual achievement and motivation, national narratives, inquiry, empathy as
perspective-taking, and empathy as caring); and
*review research and conventional wisdom on teachers' knowledge and practice,
and argue that for teachers to embrace investigative, multi-perspectival
approaches to history they need more than knowledge of content and pedagogy,
they need a guiding purpose that can be fulfilled only by these approaches--and
preparation for participatory democracy provides such purpose.

Teaching History for the Common Good is essential reading for history and
social studies professionals, researchers, teacher educators, and students, as well
as for policymakers, parents, and members of the general public who are
interested in history education or in students' thinking and learning about the
subject.
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In Teaching History for the Common Good, Barton and Levstik present a clear overview of competing ideas
among educators, historians, politicians, and the public about the nature and purpose of teaching history, and
they evaluate these debates in light of current research on students' historical thinking. In many cases,
disagreements about what should be taught to the nation's children and how it should be presented reflect
fundamental differences that will not easily be resolved. A central premise of this book, though, is that
systematic theory and research can play an important role in such debates by providing evidence of how
students think, how their ideas interact with the information they encounter both in school and out, and how
these ideas differ across contexts. Such evidence is needed as an alternative to the untested assumptions that
plague so many discussions of history education.

The authors review research on students' historical thinking and set it in the theoretical context of mediated
action--an approach that calls attention to the concrete actions that people undertake, the human agents
responsible for such actions, the cultural tools that aid and constrain them, their purposes, and their social
contexts. They explain how this theory allows educators to address the breadth of practices, settings,
purposes, and tools that influence students' developing understanding of the past, as well as how it provides
an alternative to the academic discipline of history as a way of making decisions about teaching and learning
the subject in schools.

Beyond simply describing the factors that influence students' thinking, Barton and Levstik evaluate their
implications for historical understanding and civic engagement. They base these evaluations not on the
disciplinary study of history, but on the purpose of social education--preparing students for participation in a
pluralist democracy. Their ultimate concern is how history can help citizens engage in collaboration toward
the common good.

In Teaching History for the Common Good, Barton and Levstik:
*discuss the contribution of theory and research, explain the theory of mediated action and how it guides
their analysis, and describe research on children's (and adults') knowledge of and interest in history;
*lay out a vision of pluralist, participatory democracy and its relationship to the humanistic study of history
as a basis for evaluating the perspectives on the past that influence students' learning;
*explore four principal "stances" toward history (identification, analysis, moral response, and exhibition),
review research on the extent to which children and adolescents understand and accept each of these, and
examine how the stances might contribute to--or detract from--participation in a pluralist democracy;
*address six of the principal "tools" of history (narrative structure, stories of individual achievement and
motivation, national narratives, inquiry, empathy as perspective-taking, and empathy as caring); and
*review research and conventional wisdom on teachers' knowledge and practice, and argue that for teachers
to embrace investigative, multi-perspectival approaches to history they need more than knowledge of content
and pedagogy, they need a guiding purpose that can be fulfilled only by these approaches--and preparation
for participatory democracy provides such purpose.

Teaching History for the Common Good is essential reading for history and social studies professionals,
researchers, teacher educators, and students, as well as for policymakers, parents, and members of the
general public who are interested in history education or in students' thinking and learning about the subject.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Primeaux:

The book Teaching History for the Common Good make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Teaching History for the Common
Good to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a reserve
Teaching History for the Common Good. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Rafael Arent:

Here thing why this particular Teaching History for the Common Good are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Teaching History for the Common Good giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Teaching
History for the Common Good. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Teaching History for the Common Good in e-book can be your
alternate.

Amelia Page:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Teaching History for the Common
Good can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Regina Dye:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
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there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Teaching History for the Common Good can make you feel more
interested to read.
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